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PREFACE. 



The author of the present volume has ezi- 
deavoured to embody, in as short a space as 
possible, some of the results of his own expe- 
rience and observation in society, and submits 
the work to the public, with the hope that the 
remarks which are ccmtained in it, may prove 
available for the benefit of others. It is, of 
course, scarcely possible that anything original 
should be found in a Volume like this : almost 
all that it contains must have &llen under the 
notice of every man of penetration who has been 
m the habit of frequenting good, society. Many 
of the precepts have probably been contained in 
works of a similar character which have appeared 
in England and France since the dfiys of Lord 
Chesterfield. Nothing however has been copied 
from them in the compilation of this work, the 
3 
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PREVACE. 

author Laving in fact scarcely any acquaintance 
with hooks of this description, and many years 
having elapsed since he has opened even the 
pages of the Noble orfl.cle. H^ has drawn ea- 
tirely from hm own resources, with the exception 
of Bome hint^ for arrangement, and a few brief 
reflections, which have been derived from the 
French. 

The present volume ia almost apart from 
criticism. It has no pretensions to be judged as 
a literary work — its sole merit depending upon 
its correctness and fitness^ of application. Upon 
theee grounds ho Fentur^e to hope for tt a favour- 
able reception, 
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THE SECOND EDITION. 



A HKw edition of the " Laws of Etiquette*' 
having been called fi>r« the author has taken the 
q>portanity» which was thus afS)rded him, to 
revise the work carefully, and to make it, so fkr 
as was in his power, more worthy of &vourable 
reception. He has corrected such errors as he 
has been able to discover ; he has supplied defi- 
ciencies wherever he observed them, and added 
original matter to the amount of more than one- 
half of the former volume. The present edition 
is thus, in all respects, superior to the former. 
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INTRODUCnON. 



Thb great error into wMch nearly all fijre^n* 
era and most Americans fall, who write or speak 
of society in this country, arises from «<M^nmd« 
ing the political with the social system. ' In 
most other countries, in England, France, and 
all those nations whose government m monarch- 
ical or aristocratic, these systems are indeed 
similar. Society is there intimatoly connected 
with the government, and the distinctions in one 
are the erigin of gradations in the <>t]wr. The 
chief put of the sociely of the kingdom is asseoi* 
Med in the capital, and ^le same persom .who 
B 9 
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legislate fi>r the country legislate also for it. 
But in America the two systems are totally un- 
connected, and altogether different in character. 
In remodelling the form of the administration, 
society remained unrepuhlican. There is per- 
fect freedom of political privilege, all are the 
same upon the hustings, or at a political meet- 
ing; hut this equality does not extend to the 
drawing-room. None are excluded from the 
highest councils of the nation, but it does not 
follow that all can enter into the highest ranks 
of society. In point of ^t, we think that there 
is m<^e exclusiveness in the society of this 
country, than there is in that even of England 
— far more than there is in France. And the 
explanation may perhaps be found in the fact 
which we have mentioned above. There being 
there less danger of permanent disarrangement 
or confusion of ranks by the occasional admis- 
sion of the bw-bom aspirant, there does not 
exist the same necessity fi>r a jealous guarding 
10 
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of the barriers as there does here. The dis* 
tinction of classes, also, after the first or second 
is actually more clearly defined, and more rigidly 
observed in Amenca, than in any country of 
Europe. Persons unaccustomed to look search- 
ingly at these matters, may he surprised to hear 
it ; but we know firom observaticm, that there are 
among the respectable, in any city of the United 
States, at least ten distinct ranks. We cannot, 
of course, here point them out, because we <x>uld 
not do it without mentioning names. 

Every man is naturally desirous of finding 
entrance into the best society of his country, and 
it becomes therefi)re a matter of importance to 
ascertain what qualifications are demanded for 
admittance. 

A writer who is popularly unpopular, has re- 
marked, that the test of standing in Boston, is 
literary eminence; in New York, wealth; and 
in Philadelphia, purity of blood. 

To this remark, we can only oppose our opi- 
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Bkn, that none of these are indispenftible, and 
none of them flufficient The society of this 
eountry, wdike that of England, does not court 
Hterary talent We have cases in our recollec- 
tion, which prove the remark, in relation to the 
highest ranks, even of Boston. Wealth has no. 
pretensions to be the standard anywhere. In New 
York, the Idvei^oQl of America, although the 
rida may make greater display and bruit, yet all 
of the merely rich, will find that there does exist 
a small and unchanging circle, whether above or 
below them, 'it is not ours to say,' yet com- 
plexly apart firom them, into which they would 
rejoice to find entrance, and from which they 
would be glad to receive emigrants. 

Whatever may be the accomplishments neces- 
sary to render one capable of reachmg the high- 
est pktfcrm oi social eminence, and it is not 
ewy to define clearly what they are, there is 
one thing, and one alone, which will enable any 
L to retotn his station there ; and that is, good 
12 
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BKEEBiNO. Without it, we believe tfaat litera- 
ture, wealth, and even blood, will be unsuccess- 
All. By it, if it co-exiet with a certain eapacitj 
of affording {Measure by conversation^ any oM. 
we ima^e, could frequent the very best society 
in every city of America, and perhaps ths very ben 
alane^ To obtain, then, the manners of a gentle- 
man is a matter of no small in^>ortaace» 

We do not pretend that a man will be meta- 
morphosed into a gentleman by reading this 
book, or any other book. Refined manners are 
like refined style, which Cicero compares to the 
colour of the cheeks, which is not acquired by 
sudden or violent exposure to heat, bat l^ con- 
tinual walking in the sun. Good mtmners can 
certainly only be acquired by much usage ki 
good company. But there axe a number of little 
forms, imperiously enacted by custiun, which 
may be taught in thia manner, and the conseioufr 
ig^iorance of which often prevents persmis firom 
going into company at all. 
13 
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These forms may be abundantly absurd, but 
still they mifsf ber attended to; for one half the 
world does and always will observe them, and 
the other half is at a great disadvanti^e if it does 
not Intercourse is constantly taking place, and 
an awkward man of letters, in the society of a 
polished man of the world-, is like a strong man 
contending with' a skilful fencer. Mr. Addison 
says, that he once saw the ablest mathematician 
in the kingdom utterly embarrassed, from not 
knowing whether he ought to stand or sit when 
my lord duke drank his health. 

Some of the many errors which are liable to 
be committed through ignorance of usage, are 
pleasantly pointed out in the following story, 
which is related by a French writer. 

The Abbe Cosson, professor in the College 
Mazarin, thoroughly accomplished in the art of 
teaching, saturated with Greek, Latin, and litera- 
ture, considered hunself a perfect well of science: 
he had no conception that a man who knew all 
14 
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Persius and Horace by heart could possibly com- 
mit an error — above all, an error at table. But 
it was not long before he discovered his mistake. 
One day, after dinin? with the Abbe de Radon- 
villers at Versailles, in company with several 
coartiers and marshals of France, he was boast- 
ing of the rare acquaintance with etiquette and 
custom which he had exhibited at dinner. The 
Abbe Delille, who heard this eulogy upon his 
own conduct, interrupted his harangue, by ofier- 
ing to wager that he had committed^ at least a 
hundred improprieties at the table. " How is it 
possible I" exclaimed Cosson. ** I did exactly like 
the rest of the company." 

*• What absurdity I" said the other. " You did 
a thousand tfiings which no one else did. First, 
when you sat down at tiie table, what did you 
do with your napkin t'* "My napkin? Why 
just what every body else did with theirs. I un- 
folded it entirely, and fastened it to my button- 
licJe." "Well, my dear friend," said Delille, 
15 
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"you were the only odq that did iha^ at all 
events. No one hangs up his napkin in that 
style; they are contented with placing it on 
their knees. And what did you do \idien you 
ook your soupl" " Like the others, I believe. 
I took my spoon in one hand, and my fork in the 

other ^" "Your fork! Who ever ate soup 

with a fork? —? But to proceed ; after your soup, 
what did you -eat r "A fresh egg." "And 
what did you do with the shell V* " Handed it to 
the servant who stood behind my chair." " WUb- 
out breaking iti" ** Without bfeakmg it» of 
course." "Well, my dear Abbe, nobody ever 
eats an egg without breaking the shell. And 
after your egg —-I" "I asked the Abbe Radon- 
^ villiers to send me a piece of the hen near hhn" 
" Bless my soul ! a piece of the hen 7 You never 
speak of hens excepting in the barn-yard. You 
should have asked for fowl or ducken. But you 
say nothing of your mode of drinking." " Like 
all the rest, I asked for eiarei and champagne.^* 
16 
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** Let me idform you, then, that persons alwayf 
ask for claret wine and champagne toine. But, 
tell me, how did you eat your bread 1" " Surely 
1 did that properly. I cut it with my knife, in 
the most regular manner possible." "Bread 
Bhould always be broken, not cut But the 
coffee, how did you manage iti" "It was 
rather too hot, and I poured a little of it into 
my saucer." "Well, you committed here the 
greatest fault of all. You should never pour 
your coffee into the saucer, but always drink it 
from the cup." The poor Abbe was confounded. 
He felt that though one might be master of the 
seven sciences, yet that there was another spe- 
cies of knowledge which, if less dignified, was 
equally important 

This occurred many years ago, but there is 
not one of the observances neglected by the 
Abbe Cosson, which is not enforced with equal 
rigidness in the present day. 
o 17* 
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GOOD BREEDING. 

The fonnalitieQ of refined aiiciety were at first 
established fi>r the purpose of &cilitatiDg the in- 
tercoarse of persons of the same standing, and in- 
creasing the happiness of all to whom they apply, 
They are now kept up, both to assist the conveni- 
ence of intercourse and to prevent too great fami^ 
liarity. They are like the hyphen-marks of gram- 
mar, which unite without confiising. If they are 
carried too fiir, and escape from the contrd of good 
sense, they become impediments to enjoyment 
Among the Chinese they serve only the purpose 
of annoying to an incalculable degree. '* The go- 
vernment,'* says De Marcy, in writing of China, 
" constantly applies itself to preserve, not only 
in the court and among the great, but among the 
people themselves, a constant habit of civility 
19 
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ajid courtesy. The Chinese have an mfinitj of 
books upon such subjects; one of these treatises 
contams more than three thousand articles. — 
Eveiything is pointed out with the most mmute 
detail ; the manner of saluting, of visiting, of 
making presents, of writing letters, of eating, 
etc.: and these customs have the force of laws — 
no one can dispense with them. There is a spe- 
cial tril^unal at Peking, <^ which, it is one of the 
chief duties, to ensure the observance of these 
eivU ordinances.** 

One would thinly that one was here reading 
an account of the capital oi France. It dependi^ 
then, upon the spirit in which these forms are 
observed, whether their result shall be beneficial 
ornol. The French and the Chinese are the 
most formal of all tiie nations. Yet the one is 
the stifbst and most distant; the other, the 
easiest and most sociaL 

" We may define poIiteneBs^** says La Bru- 
yere, ** though we cannot tell where to fiz it in 
20 
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practice. It observes received usages and sm- 
toms, is bound to times and places, tend is not the 
same thing in the two sexes or 4b different coodi- 
tkms. Wit alone cannot obtain it : it is acquired 
and brought to perfection by emulation. Some 
dii^K)sitions alone are susceptible of politeness, 
as others are only capable of great talents or 
solid virtues. It is true politenees puts merit 
forward, and renders it agreeable, and a man 
must have eminent qualifications to support him- 
self without it." Perhaps even the greatest 
merit cannot successfully struggle against un- 
ibrtnnate a«ld«greeable mam.e«.. Urd Che-^ 
terfield says that the Duke of Marlborough 
owed his first promotions to the suavity of his 
manners, and that without it he could not have 
risen. 

La Bruyere has elsewhere given this happy 

definition of politeness, &e other passage bemf 

rather a description of it "Politeness seems 

to be a certain care, by the manner of our words 

21 
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Aid actions, to make others pleased with us and 
themselves."^ 

We must here stop to {loint out an error which 
is often committed hoth in practice and opinicm, 
and which consists in confounding together the 
gentleman and the man of fashion. No two 
characters can be more distinct than these. 
Good sense and self>respect are the foundations 
of the one — notoriety and influence the objects 
of the other. Men of fashion are to be seen 
everywhere : a pure and mere gentleinan is the 
rarest thing alive. Brummel was a man of 
fashion ; bTR it would be a perversion of terms 
to apply to him " a very expressive wwd in our 
language, — a word, denoting an assemblage of 
many real virtues and of many qualities ap- 
proaching to virtues, and an union of manners 
at once pleasing and commanding respect, — the 
word gentleman."* The requisites to compose 

* ChArlef Batler*8 Reminiacencei. 
22 
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ihk last character are natural ease of manner, 
and an acquaintance with the '* outward habit of 
encounter" — dignity and self-possession — a re- 
spect for all the decencies of life, and p^ect 
freedom &om all af^tation. Dr. Johnson's 
bearing during his interview with the king 
showed him to be a thorough gentleman, and 
demonstrates how rare and elevated that character 
is. When his majesty e:Ki»ressed in the language 
of compliment his high opinion of Johnson's 
merits, the latter bowed in silence. If Chester- 
field conld have retained sufficient presence of 
mind to have done the same on such an occasion, 
he would have applauded himself to the end of 
his days. So delicate is the nature of those 
qualities that constitute a gentleman, that there 
is but one exhibition of this description of per- 
scois in all the literary and dramatic fictions fixwn 
^lakspeare downward. Scott has not attempted 
it Bulwer, in " Pelham,'* has rfiot wide of the 
mark It was reserved for the author of two 
23 
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rcry singular productions, •* Sydenham" tmd its 
continuation " Alice Baulet** — works oi extraor- 
dinary merits and extraordinary fiiults — to por- 
tray this character completely, hi th^ person <rf 
Mr.Panlet 

Some of the qualities of Fashion, as contra- 
distinguished from GrooD Baebbino, are noticed 
in Uie next Section^ we enumerate, in this, a 
^w of those characteristics which always Itelong 
to a well-bred man. 

It is an express and admurable distinction of % 
gentleman, that, in the ordinaiy afiyro of life, he 
is extremely slow to take of^nce. On occasions, 
to be sure, on which Uiere is a palpable effinl to 
insult, he discerns the intention thoroughly, and 
treats with it promptly. But to conduct ]»ompted 
by momentary wantonness and absence of reflec- 
tion, suggested by no decided fee&ig, and pursued 
with no settled porpote, he Bcoms to attribute 
ungentle motive, and dismisses the provocatioo 
without dignifying it by consideration. Fat in- 
24 
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itance, if he Bhotild see trifling persons laughing 
m another part 6f a room, when he might suf^yose 
that Uiey were sneering atliin), or (dionld hear a 
remark from a person careless of his speech, 
which he could construe to bfe disrespectful to 
himself, he Will presume that they are swayed 
hy the same exalted sentiments as those which 
dwell within his own hosom, and he will not for 
a moment'Bufier his serenity to be su]lied by sus- 
picion. If, in fact, the others have been not 
altogether unwilling to wound, his elevated bear* 
ing will shanie them into propriety. ** Always 
to think the worst,*' says Lord Bolingbroke, 
meaning, always to impute the worst intentions, 
'* I have ever found to be the mark of a mean 
spirit and a base soul." When Isaac Bickerstaff, 
who had been accused of a capital crime, con^ 
firmed the report of his guilt by a precipitate 
flight, some one, in relating the circumstance to 
Dr. Johnson, said, in answer to his astomdimenl, 
''that he had always been a suspected man;'* 
D 25 ^ , 
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"Sir/* replied that noble-minded creature^ "by 
those who look close to the ground* dirt will be 
seen : I hope that I see things from a loftier dis- 
tance." 

A gentleman never is embarrassed, when, ii 
the carelessness of conversation, he has made use 
of any expression which is capable of an indecen* 
signification, and which, in vulgar society, would 
be the prelude of a laugh. He giv^ his com- 
pany credit for refinement of mind and entire 
purity of association, and permits himself to speak 
with freedom of those things which are commonly 
the accessaries of evil, without feeling any ap- 
prehension that the idea of the evil itself may be 
excited. When conversation in a company in 
which Dr. Johnson was present, had fiiUen upon 
rather a delicate topic, one of the women, with 
an expression of great displeasure, rose and left 
the room; "That wojman," said the Doctor, "is 
the most immodest of all the company.** If the 
26 
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hnaginaticm be not foul, it will suggest no impim 
associations 

In whatever society, or in whatever part of 
the world, a gentleman may happen to be, he 
always complies externally with the spirit and 
usages of the place. A inan of gentlemanly 
feelings would kneel at Rome when the host is 
passing, though he knows the whole afiur to be 
ridiculous ; and, if a republican, would repress 
his political sentiments in the society of noble- 
men. His constant eflbrt is, never to wound the 
feelings of another, and he is well aware that 
prejudice can excite feeling quite as strongly as 
truth. Of course, this compliance is not to be 
made at the expense of honour and integrity; 
the difference between respecting peculiar no* 
tionsi and pandering to error, is abundantly wide ; 
be should always do what Truth demands, wh^ 
Truth is in a good humour with all mankind. 
The man who obtrudes his own peculiar notions 
of right where he knows that they will <^end 
27 
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and Hot convince, and then extols his nohle ftank* 
netas and his incorruptihle sincerity, is as destitute 
of sense as he is of good manners. 

A gentleman is distinguished as much by his 
composure as by any other quality, tiis exer- 
tions are always subdued, and his e£S>rts easy. 
He is never surprised into an exclamation or 
startled by anything. Throughout life he avoids 
what the French call scenes, -^ occasions of exhi- 
bition, in which the vulgar delight He of course 
has feelings, but he never exhibits any to the 
world. He hears of the death of his &vourite 
pointer or the loss of an esitate with entire calm- 
ness when others are present 

A parvenu is incessantly troubled by the ap- 
prehension of being in some respect ridiculous, 
or not altogether eomme il fatU. A gentleman 
always possesses a certain self-respect, — not in- 
deed touching opon self-esteem, and &r removed 
from self-conceit, — which relieves him fix)m the 
fear of failing in propriety, or incurring remark 
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i^ &frfm lA beluLvapur. It is this mode^ prid^ 
wMci^ gives; blip that charming ease, which, 
^^if^ aJl, thin^, marks his manaer. He woa}d 
<Kmverse with KiiigSi qt the embodied, '* blood ot 
ftll the ^owardSk" with as much composure as 
a» would exhi))it in [^>eaking to his footman. 

That true good l^eeding consists notv in the 
manner, but in the mind, is one of those msipid 
common-idftGes that the wwld delights to be 
told. That suavity and Uandness of address, 
tnat a phasing exterior of appearance, and an 
inmuating habit oi demeanour, may be perfectly 
attained by one, to whose feelings honour ia <^ 
stranger, and generosity utterly unknown,, it 
would be absurd to deny. But there unqu^on- 
ably goes more than this to the formation of a 
thorough gentleman* ^ Separated from native 
loftiness of sentiment, we rarely discover those 
courtly, and, if I may say so, those magnanimous 
manners, which constitute a high-lured man, — 
which characterize a Sir Philip Sidney, or a Lord 
29 
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Herbert ^f Cherbury. Indeed, a gei^eman, in 
the highest signification of the term, is a noble 
animal. Viewed as furnished with all liioee 
qualities which should unite to complete the 
mipression, he may be considered as the image 
of a perfect man. He has all that is valuable 
of Christian ficcomplishment, he has its gentle* 
ness, its dismterestedness, its amiableness ; with- 
out the self-Illustration, the studious and syste- 
matic unchari'tableness of thought and speech, 
the impertinent intrusion, and the disgusting 
cant and whine, which ignobly distinguish the 
professors of modern religiosity, and seem all but 
inseparably connected with the Christian charac- 
ter. Employing, in the regulation of his own 
conduct, the strictest standard of propriety, and 
in his expectations of that of others, the most 
lenient; cautious in accepting quarrel, more cau- 
tious in giving cause for it ; lending to virtue the 
forms of courtesy, and borrowing from her the 
substance of sincerity ; forming his opinions boldly, 
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expressing them gracefUlly : in resolution, firm, 
in action, brave, in conference, gentle^; always 
anxious to please, and always willing to be 
pleased ; expecting from none what he would not 
be inclined to yield to all; giving interest to 
small things, whenever small things cannot be 
avoided, and gaining elevation from great, when- 
ever great can be attained; valuing his own 
esteem too highly to be guilty of dishonour, and 
the esteem of others too con^derately to be 
guilty of incivility ; never violating decency, and 
respecting «ven the prejudices of honesty ; yield- 
ing with an air of strength, and opposing with 
an appeanpice oi submission; full of courage, but 
free from ostentation ; without assumption, with- 
out servility ; too wise to despise trifles, but too 
noble ever to be degraded by them; dignified but 
not haughty^ firm but not impracticable, learned 
but not pedantic; to his superiors respectful, to 
his equals courteous; kind to his inferiors, and 
wishing well to all : — such are the qualities^ a 
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Gbmtubiun; and is there anything here wanting 
to complete the portrait of man as he ought 
tobel 

If we should he accused of d^frading the 
diameter 6[ gentleman, by the minuteness of 
our precepts^ and seeking to substitute the out- 
ward show lor the inward reality, we must reply, 
that in a commercial community, a chivalric and 
romantio bearing is not often practicable and 
that, in common intercourse, it would not be 
agreeable. We inrescribe the method of conduct ; 
ia the matter of motive, ** the patient most ad- 
minister to himself;" — if we cannot make cavii- 
liers, we at least endeaYour to make men of 
civility. 

The character of gentlemen, like the charac- 
ter of every other class of persons, varies with 
the changes of social life. Hie Knight held his 
place, in the tunee of chivalry ; he was succeed- 
ed by a class, of which Sidney may be the repie- 
e«itative; this was the transition state. Next 
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GOOD BRSfiDINO. 



came those whose only sphere was the drawmg- 
room, as the tented field alone was of the knight 
proper ; of this species, the last individual, and 
the best specimen of the whole, was Horace 
Walpole, Then succeeded what Dr. Johnson 
said was the new species/ of gentlemen* profes- 
sional men. It is this sort alone, refined some- 
what by the first lingering remnants of the old 
feeling, which we now ccmtemplate. 
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PASfflON. 

Fashion is a tyraimy founded only on assump- 
tion. The principle upon which its influence 
rests, is one deeply based in the human heart, and 
one which has long been observed and long prac- 
tised upon in every department of life. In the 
literary, the religious, and the political world, 
it has been an assured and very profitable con- 
clusion, that the public, 

**Like women, born to be controlled. 
Stoops to the forward and the bold." 

•• Qui sibi fidit, dux regit examen," is a maxim 
of universal truth. Pococurante, in Candida, 
was admired for despising Homer and Michel 
Angelo; he would have gained litUe distinction 
by praising them. The judicious application of 
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this rule to society, is the odgin of fiuihion. In 
da^air of attsining greatness of -quality, it fiwikls 
its distinction only on peculiarity. . 

We have spoken of those cois^lex and very 
rare accomplishments, whose unien is requisite 
to constitute a gentleman. We know of but 
coe quality which is demanded ^r a man of 
fiishion, — impudence. An ioapudence (sel^on- 
fidence ''the wise it call'O as impenetrable 
as the gates of Pandemonium — a coolness and 
imperturbability of self*admiration, which the 
boaster in Spenser might envy — a contempt of 
every decency^ tis such, and an utter impervious- 
ness to ridicule, — these are the amiaUe and 
dignified qualities which serve to rear an empire 
over the weakness and cowardice of men. 

To define the character of that which is chang- 
ing even while we survey it, is a task of no 
small difficulty. We imagine that there is only 
one means by which it may be always de* 
Btiibed, viz., that it consists in an entire avoid- 
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Mice of all that is liatural and rational. Its 
essence is affectation ; effeminacy takes the place 
of manliness; drawling stupidity, of wit; stiff- 
ness and hauteur f of ease and civility ; and self^ 
illustratian, of a decent and respectful regard to 
others. 

A man of fashicm must never allow himself to 
be pleased. Nothing is more decidedly de mau- 
vais ton than any expression of delight He 
must never laugh, nor, unless his penetration is 
very great, must he even smile ; for he might by 
ignorance smile at the wrong place or time. 
All real emotion is to be avoided ; all qrmpathy 
with the great or the beautiful is to be shunned ; 
yet the liveliest fueling may be exhibited upon 
the death of a poodle-dog. 

At the house of an acquaintance, he must 
never praise, nor even look at, the pictures, the 
carpets, the curtains, or the ottomans, because if 
he did, it might be supposed that he was not 
accustomed to such things. 
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FASHION. 

About two years ago, it began to be considered 
unptoper to .pay compliments to women, because 
if they are not paid gracefully they are awkward, 
and to' pay them gracefully is difficult At the 
|H«sent time it is considered dangerous to a man's 
pretensions to &shicm, in England, to speak to 
women at all. Women are voted bores, and are 
to be treated with refined rudeness. 

There is no possible system of manners that 
will serve to exhibit at once the uncivility and 
the high refinement which should characterize 
the man of fiishion. He must therefbre ha\e no 
manners at all. He must behave with tame and 
{iasave insolence^ never breaking into active 
effirimtery excepting towards unprotected women 
and clergymen. Persons of no importance he 
does nbt see, and is not conscious of their ex- 
istence ; those who have the same standing, he 
treats with easy scorn, and he acknowledges the 
distinction of superiors only by patronizing and 
protecting them. A man of fashion does not 
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deeipise wealth; he cannot hut think that valu- 
able which procures to others the honour of pay^ 
lag for his suppers. 

Fashion is so completely di^tinguislBecl fijont 
good breeding, that it is even oppoaed t9 it; It 
is in fact a system of refined vulgarity. What, 
for exam^e, can be more vulgar than incessantly 
talking abodt forms and customs? about silver 
forks and French soupl A" gentleman follows 
these conventional habits^ but he ftdlows them 
as matters of course. He looks upon them as 
the ordinary and essential customs of polished 
society. French forks are to him things as indis^ 
pensable as a table-cloth^ and lie thinks it as 
unnecessary to insist upon the <Mie as upon die 
other. If he sees a, person who eats with his 
knife, he presumes that that person is ignorant 
of the usages of the world, but he does not shriek 
and famt away like a Bond-street dandy. If he 
dmes at a taUe where there are no silver forks, 
ho eats his dkner in perfect propriety with steel. 
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aad eidiibits, neither by manner nor by Bpeecft, 
tbat he perceives- any error. To be sore, he 
forms his own opinion about the rank of his 
entertainer, but he leaves it to such new-made 
gentry as Mr. Theodore Hook, in his vulgar 
fiishionable novels, to harangue about such delin- 
quencies. The vulgarity of insisting upon these 
matters is scarcely less offensive than the vul- 
garity of neglecting them. Lady Frances PeK 
ham Is but one remove better than a Brancton. 

A man of fashion never goes to the theatre ; he 
is waitmg for the opera. 

He, of course, ^oes out of town in the summer; 
or, if he cannot afibrd to do so, he merely closes 
his window-i^utters, and appears to be gone. 

F^hion makes all great things little, and ai] 
litlle things great 

It is commonly said, that it requires more wit 

to perform the part of the fool in a fkrce than that 

of the master. Without intending any ofibnce 

to the fool by the comparison, we may remark, 

39 

Digitized by Google 



that quaUtiee of an elevated character are reqair- 
ed for the support of the role of a man of fashion 
in the solemn ^ce of Ijfe. He must have in- 
vention, to vary his absurdities when they, cease 
to be striking; he must have wit enough ta. 
obtain the reputation of a grea^ deal more ; and 
he^nust possess tact to know when and where to 
crouch, and where and when to insult. 

Brummel, whose coxeer is one of the most 
extraordinary on record, must have exercised^ 
during the period of his social reign, many quali- 
ties of conduct Which rank among the highest 
endowments of our race. For an obscure indivi- 
dual, without fortune or rank, to have conceived 
the idea of placing himself at the head of society 
in a country the most thoroughly aristocratic in 
Europe, relying too upon no other weapon than 
well-directed insolence ; for the same individual 
to hav^ triumphed splendidly over the highest 
and the mightiest — tp have maintained a contest 
with royalty itself, and to have coma off victo- 
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twos even in that struggle, — lor such an one no 
ordinary Acuities must have been demandecu 
<>f the sayings of Brummel which have been 
preserved, it is difficult to distinguish whether 
they contain real wit, or are only so sublimely 
and so absurdly impudent that they look like 
witty. 

We add here a few anecdotes of Brummel, 
which will serve to show, better than any pre- 
cepts, the style of conduct which a man of fiiriiion 
may pursue. 

When Brummel was at the height of his 
power, he was once, in the company of some 
gentlemen, speaking of the Prince of Wales as 
n very good sort of man, who behaved himself 
very decently considering circumstances ; some 
ime present offered a wager that he would not 
dare to give a direction to this very good s^t of 
man. Brummel looked astonished at the remark, 
und declined accepting a wager upon such point 
They happened to be dining with the regent the 
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BAzt day, and after being pretty well fortified 
with wine, Bkiinuriel interrupted a remark of the 
prince's, by exclaiming very mildly and natu- 
rally, "Wales, rmg the bell !" His royal high- 
seai immediately obeyed the command, and 
when the servant entered, said to him, with 
the utmost coolness and firmness, "Show Mr. 
Brummel to his carriage. '^ The dandy was not 
in the least dejected by his expulsion; but 
meeting the prince regent, walking with a 
gentleman, the next day in the street, he did 
not bow to him, but stopping the other, drew 
him aside and said, in a loud whisper, " Who is 
thatFj^ fribnh of oursV It must be remem- 
bered that the object of this sarcasm was at that 
time exceedingly annoyed by his increasing 
corpulency; so manifestly so, that Sheridan 
remaajced, that . "'Uiough the regent professed 
himself a Whig, he believed that in his heart he 
was no firiend to new measuresJ*^ 
Shortly after this occnrrencc at Carlton-House, 
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Brummel remarked to one of htf ^iendsj that 
'* he had half a mind to cut the yoong one and 
hring oW George into fa^ion.'* 

In describing a short visit which he had paid 
to a nobleman in the country, he said, that he 
had only carried with him a night-cap and a 
silver basin to spit in, " Because, you know, it 
is utterly impossible to spit in clay." 

Brommel was once present at a party to 
whiclr he had not been invited. After he had 
been some time in the room, the gentleman of 
the house, willing to mortify him, went up to 
him. and said tiiat he believed that there must be . 
some mistake^ as he did not recollect leaving had 
the honour of sending him an invitation. "'What 
is the namel" said the other very drawlingly, 
at the sMne time afiecting to feel in his waistcoat 
pocket. for a card. " Johnson," replied the gen- 
tleman. "Jauhnsoni" said Brummel, "oh! I 
remember ,now that the name wa6 Thaunson 
(Thompson); and Jauhnson and Thaunson, 
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Thaimson and Jauhnsoiiy you know, are so 
much the same kind of thing." 

Brummel was once asked how much a year 
ne thought would be required to keep a single 
man in clothea *'Why, with tolerable econo- 
my," said he, "I think it might be done for 
£800." 

He once went down to a gentleman's house 
in the country, without having been asked to do 
so. He was given to understand, the next 
morning, that his absence would be more agree 
able, and he took his departure. Some one 
having heard of his discomfiture, asked him how 
he liked the accommodations there. He replied 
coolly, that " it was a very decent house to spend 
a single night in," 

We have mentioned that this dreaded arbiter 
of modes had threatened that he Would put the 
prince regent out of fashion. Alas! for the 
peace of the British monarch, this was not an 
idle boast. His dangerous rival resolved in the 
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anfiitboDnable recesses of a mind capacious of 
sach things, to commence and to carry on a 
war whose terror and grandeur should astound 
society, to administer to audacious royalty a 
lesson /vdiich should never be forgotten, and 
finally to retire, when retire he must, with 
mementos of his tremendous power around him, 
and with the mightiest of the earth at his feet 
Inventive and deliberate were the counsels 
which he meditated; sublime and resolute was 
the. conduct he adopted. He decided, with an 
originality of genius to which the conqueror of 
Maiengo might have vailed, that the neck of the 
foe was the point at which the first fatal shaft of 
his excommunicating ire should be hurled. With 
rapid and decisive energy he concentrated cill his 
powers for instantaneous action. He retired for 
a day to the seclusion of solitude, to summon 
and to spur the energies of the most self-reliant 
mind in Europe, as the lion draws back 1^ gathei 
courage for the leap. As, like the lion, he drew 
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back; ^o, like 1^ iicm, did he -sprinif finwsid 
npon kis pr^. At a ball given by the Buobete 
of DeyoBsbire, when the whole assembly were 
con^eising «pon his SHpposed disgfraee, and' in- 
sulting by their malevolence one whom' they had 
disgusted by their adulation, Brammel sudderily 
stood in the midst of them. Could it be indeed 
Brummel 1 Could it be mortal who thus appear- 
^ with such an encincture of radiant glory 
about his neckl Every «ye was upon him, 
fixed in ^stupid admiration ; every tongue, as it 
slowly recovered ^m its speechless paralysis, 
Altered ibrth, '* what a cravat t" What a cravat 
indeed ! Hundreds that had, a moment before, 
exulted in •unwonled freedom, bowed before it 
with the homage of servMe adoration. What a 
^avat! There it stood; tiiere was no doubting 
its entity, no b^ieving it an illusion. There it 
stood, smooth and staff, yet light and almost 
transparent; delicate as the music of Ariel, yet 
firm as the spirit of Regulus ; bending ^ith the 
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gmee of Apollo's locks, yet erect with tbe ma- 
jesty <Qf the Olympian Jove: without a wrinkle, 
without an indentation. What a cravat ! The 
regent **saw and shook;" arid uttering a faint 
guigle from beneath the wadded bag which suN 
rounded his royal thorax, he was heard to whis- 
per with dismay, " D — ^n him ! what a cravat !*' 
The triumph was complete. 

It if stated, upon what authority we know not, 
&at his royal highness after passing a sleepless 
night in vain conjectures, despatched at an early 
hour, one ctf his privy-counsellors ta Brummel, 
offering carte blanche if he would disclose the 
secret of that mysterious cravat. But the ^atrox 
animus Catonis'^ disdained the bribe. He pre- 
ferred being supplicated, to being bought, by 
kings. ** Go,'^ said he to the messenger, with 
the spirit of Marius mantling in his veins, '* Go, 
and teU ifour master that yon have seen his 
mMter.'* 

Per tlie troth of •anoiher anecdote, connected 
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wjuunoH, 

with tills cravat, we have indisputable evidence. 
A young nobleman of distinguished talents and 
high pretensions as to Fortune and rank, saw this 
fatal band, and eager to advance himself in the 
rolls of fashion, retired to his chamber to endea* 
vour to penetrate the method of its construction. 
He tried every sort of known, and many sorts 
of unknown stiffeners to accomplish the end — 
paper and pasteboard and wadding, shavings 
and shingles and planks, — all were vainly ex- 
perienced. Gargantua could not have exhibited 
a greater invention of expedients than he did. 
After a fortnight of the closest application, 
ardour of study and anxiety of mind combined, 
brought him to the brink of the grave. His 
motl]^er having ascertained the origin of his com- 
plaint, waited upon Brummel, who was the only 
living man that could remove it She implored 
him, by every human motive, to say but one 
word, to save the life of her son and prevent her 
own misery. But the tyrant was immoveable, 
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ud tbe young man expired a victim to hit item- 



Wbcn, at length, yielding to that strong ne- 
cessity which, no man can control^ Brummel was 
obliged, like Napoleon, to abdicate, the mystery 
of that mighty cravat was unfolded. There was 
(bond, after his departure to Calais, written on a 
sheet of paper upon his table, the following 
epigram of scorn : ** Starch is the man." The 
cravat of Brummel was merely — starched! 
Henceforth starch was introduced into every 
cravat in Europe. 

Brummel still lives, an obscure consul in a 
petty European town. 

Physically there is something to command our 
admiration in the history of a man who thus lays 
at his mercy all ranks of men, — the lofty and 
tiie low, the great the powerful and the vain : 
but BM>nitly and serioody, do character is more 
despicable tbaa tiiat of tliie mere man of fashion, 
nothing but notoriety, his path to thai 
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end is over the rains of' a]l that is worthy in our 
nature. He knows virtae only to despise it ; he 
makes himself acquainted with human feeling 
only to outrage them. He commences his career 
beyond the limits of decency, and ends it &r in 
the regions of infamy. Feared by all and re- 
spected by none, hated by his worshippers and 
despised by himself, he rules, an object of pity 
and contempt : and when his power is past, hia 
existence is forgotten ; he lives on in an oblivion 
which is to him worse than death, and the stings 
of memory goad him to the grave. 

The devotee of fashion is a trifler unworthy 
of his race; the mere gentleman is a character 
which may in time become somewhat tiresome ; 
there is a just mean between the two, where a 
better conduct than either is to be found. It is 
that of a man who, yielding to others, still main- 
tains his self rei^ct, and whose concessioiis to 
iblly are controlled by good sense; who remem- 
bers the value of trifles without forgetting the 
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importance of duties, and resolves so to regulate 
his conduct that neither others may be offended 
by his stiffiiess, nor himself have occasion to 
regret his levity. 

Live therefore amon/^ men — to conclude our 
homily after the manner of Quarles— live there- 
fore among men, like them, yet not. disliking 
thyself; and let the hues of fashion be reflected 
from thee, but let them not enter and colour thee 
withm. 

M 
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DRESa 

Fntfrr impressions are apl to be permanent ; it 
m ther^bre of importance that they should be 
fevourable. The dress of an individual is that 
circumstance from whiob you first form your 
opinion of him. It is even more prominent than 
manner. It is indeed the only thing which is 
remarked in a casual encounter, or during the 
first interview, v It, therefore, should be the first 
care. 

What style is to our thoughts, dress is to our 
persons. It may supply the place of more solid 
qualities, and without it the most solid are of lit- 
tle avaiL Numbers have owed their elevation 
to their attention to the toilet Place, fortune, 
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marriage have all been lost by neglecting it A 
man need not mingle long with the world to find 
occasion to exclaim with Sedaine, '*Ah! mon 
habit, que je voos remercie !" In spite cf the 
proverb, the dress often does made the monk. 

Your dress should always be consistent with 
your age and your natural exterior. That which 
looks outre on one man, will be agreeable on 
another. As success in this resist depends al- 
most entirely upon particular circumstances and 
personal peculiarities, it is impossible to give ge- 
neral directions of much importance. We can 
only point out the field for study and research; 
it belongs to each one's own genius and industry 
to deduce the results. However ugly you may 
be, rest assured that there is some style of habi- 
liment which will make you passable. If, for 
example, you have a stain upon your cheek which 
rivals in brilliancy the best Chateau-Margout , 
or, are afflicted with a nose whose lustre dims 
the ruby, you may employ such hues of dress 
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that the eye, instead of being shocked by the 
strangeness of the defect, will be channed by the 
graceful hannony of the colours. Every <me 
cannot indeed be an Adonis, but it is his own 
&ult if he is an Eeop. 

If you have bad, squinting eyes, which have 
lost their lashes and are bordered with red, you 
should wear spectacles If the defect be great, 
your glasses should be coloured. In such cases 
emulate the sky rather than the sea : green spec- 
tacles are an abomination, fitted only for students 
in divinity, — ^blue ones are respectable and even 
distingui. 

Almost every defect of face may be concealed 
by a judicious use and arrangement of hair. 
Take care, however, that your hair be not of one 
colour and your whiskers of another; and let 
your wig be large enough to cover the whole of 
your red or white hair. 

It is evident, therefore, that though a man may 
-DC ugly, there is no necessity for his bemg shock- 
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ing. Would that all men were convincea of 

this ! I verily believe that if Mr. in his 

walkings-dress, and Mr. ' in his evening cos- 
tume were to meet alone, in some sditary place, 
where there was nothing to divert their attention 
from one another, they would expire of mutual 
hideousness. 

If you have any defect, do striking and so ri- 
diculous as to procure you a nickname, then in- 
deed there is but one remedy ,*-renounce society. 

In the morning, before eleven o'clock, even if 
you go out, you should not be dressed. You 
would be stamped a parvenu if you were seen 
in anything better than a reputable old frock 
coat. If you remain at home, and are a bache- 
lor, it is permitted to receive visitors in a morning 
gown. In summer, calico; in winter, figured 
cloth, fiiced with fur. At dinner, a coat, of course, 
is indispensable. 

The effect of a frock coat is to conceal the 
"leight. If, therefore, you are beneath the ordi- 
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aary stature, or much above it, you should aflfect 
frock coats on all occasbns that etiquette permits. 

Befi>re going to a ball or party it is not suffi- 
cient that you ocosult your mirror twenty^ times. 
You must be personally inspected by your ser- 
vant or a friend. Through defect of this, I once 
saw a gentleman enter a ball-room, attired with 
scrupulous elegance, but with one of his sus- 
penders curling in graceful festoons about his 
feet His glass could* not diow what was be- 
hind. 

If you are about to present yourself in a com- 
pany composed only of men, you may wear boots. 
If there be but one lady (M'esent, pumps and silk- 
stockings ^e indispensable. 

There is a common proverb which says, thai 
if a man be well dressed as to head and feet, he 
may present himself everywhere. The assertion 
is as false as Mr. Kemble'e voice. Happy indeed 
if it were necessary to perfect only the extremi- 
ties. The coat, the waistcoat, the gloves, and, 
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above all, the cravat, mast be alike ignorant of 
Uemish. 

Upon the subject of the cravat — (for heave^^a 
sake and Brommel's, never appear in a stock 
after twelve o'clock) — we cannot at ][nesent say 
anything. If we were to say anything, we could 
not be content without saying all, and to say all 
would require a folio. A book has been pub- 
lished upcm ^e subject, ^ititled **The Cravat 
considered in its moral, literary, political, mili- 
tary, and religious attributes." This and a cle- 
ver, though less profound, treatise on *' The art 
of tying the Cravat," are as indispensable to a 
gentleman as an ice at twelve o'clock. 

When we speak of excellence in dress we do 
not mean richness of clothing, nor manifested 
elaboration. Faultless propriety, perfect har« 
m<M)y, and a refined simplicity, — these are the 
charms which ^cinate here. 

It is as great a sin to be finical in dress as to 
be negligent. 

H 57 

Digitized by Google 



upon thiB subject the ladies are the only in&l- 
lible oracles. Ap^irt from the perfection to which 
they must of necessity arrive, from devoting 
their entire existence to such considerations, they 
seem to be endued with an inexpressible tact, a 
sort of sixth sense, which reveals intuitively the 
proper distinctions. That your dress is approved 
by a man is nothing; — ^you cannot enjoy the high 
satisfaction of beii^ perfectly comme Ufaut, un- 
til your performance has received the seal of a 
woman's approbation. 

If ihe benefits to be derived from cultivating 
your exterior do not appear sufficiently powerful 
to induce attention, the inconveniences arising 
from too great disregard may perhaps prevail. 
Sir Matthew Hale, in the earlier part of his life, 
dressed so badly that he was once seized by the 
press-gang. Not long since, as I entered the 
hall of a public hotel, I saw a person so villan- 
ously habited, that supposing him to be one of the 
servants,.! desired him to take my luggage up 
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stairs, and was on the point of offering him a 
shilling, when I discovered that I was addressing 
the Honourable Mr. * * *, one of the most emi- 
nent American statesmen. 
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SALUTATIONa 

Thb salutation, says a French writer, is the 
touchstone of good breeding. There have been 
men, since Absalom, who have owed their ruin 
to a bad bow. 

According to circumstances, it should be re- 
spectful, cordial, civil, affectionate or familiar; 
— an inclination of the head, a gesture with the 
hand, the touching or doffing of the hat 

If you remove vour hat you need not at the 
same time bend the dorsal vertebr© of your 
body, unless you wish to be very reverential, as 
in saluting a bishop. 

It is a mark of high breeding not to speak to 
a lady in the street, until you perceive that she 
has noticed you by an. inclination of the head. 

Smiie ladies courtesy in the street, a move* 
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ment not gracefiilly consistent with locomotion. 
They should always boto. 

If an individual of the lowest rank* or without 
any rank at all, takes off his hat to ypu» you 
should do the same in return. A how, says La 
Fontaine, is a note drawn at sight If you ac- 
knowledge it, you must pay the full amount 
The two best*bred men in England, Charles the 
Second and George the Fourth, never failed to 
take off their hats to the meanest of their sub- 
jects 

Avoid condescending bows to your friends and 
e^iaJs. If you meet a rich parvenu^ whose con- 
sequence you wish to i^piove^ you may salute 
him in a very patronizing manner: or else»in 
acknowledging his bow» look somewhat surprised 
and say, " Mister — eh — eh 1" 

If you have remarkably fine teeth, you may 
smile afiedionately upon the bowee, without 
speakmg. 

If you have anything to say to any one in the 
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street, especially a lady, however intimate ycm 
may be, do not stop the person, bat turn round 
and walk in company; you can take leave at the 
end of the street 

If there is any one of your acquaintance, with 
whom you have a difference, do not avoid looking^ 
at him, unless from the nature of things the 
quarrel is necessarily for life. It is almost al- 
ways better to bow with cold civility, though 
without speaking. 

As a general rule never cut any one in the 
street ^ven political and steamboat acquaint- 
ances should be noticed by the slightest move- 
ment in the world. If they presume to converse 
with you, or stop you to Introduce their compa- 
nion, it is then time to use your eye-glass, and 
say, " I never knew you." 

In passing women with whom you are not par- 
ticularly well acquainted, bow, but do not speak. 

In bowing to women it is not enough that you 
touch your hat; you must take it entirely off 
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Elmploy for the purpose that hand which is most 
distant from the person saluted ; thus, if you pass 
on the right side, use your right hand; if (»i the 
left, use your left hand 
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pRESEN^\TIONa 

Tbs words introduction and introduce are, at 
present, rarely heard in good company ; the terms 
presentation snd present have taken their place. 

The inferior should he presented to the supe- 
rior — ^I use the terms in reference to personal 
distinction — a man to a woman. This ohservance, 
however, is less rigorously enforced in this country 
than it is in England, where presentations at 
court attach an idea of inferiority to the circum- 
stance of being presented. I think it is in the 
"Fortunes of Nigel** that some one mortifies and 
enrages the Duke of Buckingham hy presenting 
him to a poor Scottish gentleman. In the society 
of this country the word present is understood to 
oe very nearly synonjrmous with introduce^ and 
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you may therefore hear among the bes^ bred per- 
lons a superior presented to an inferior. Aa some 
persons are jealous of their dignity in small mat- 
ters, it is better, among perfect equals, to employ 
the phrase, " Permit me to present you to * *," 
than " Permit me to present to you ♦ * ;" there 
are mea in this world, and men, too, who are 
gentlemen, who are so sensitive that they would 
be ofl^nded if the latter of these forms waa em 
ployed in presenting them to another. 

These ceremcmious phrases, "Permit me to 
present, &c„" are not t« be employed unless the 
acquaintance has been solicited by one party, 
under circumstances of paere ceremony ; and when 
you employ them, do not omit to repeat to each 
distinctly the name of the other. 

When two men unacquainted meet one anothet 
where it is obviously necessary that they should 
be made known to each other, perform the opera- 
tion with mathematical simplicity and precision, 
— " Mr. A., Mr. A'. ; Mr. A.', Mr. A." 
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When, npoQ being presented to another, you 
do not feel certain of having caught his name, it 
may be worso than awkward to remain^ as it 
were, shooting in the dark; say, therefore, at 
once, without hesitation or embarrassment, before 
making your bow, " I beg your pardon, I did not 
hear the name.** 

When you are ppesehted to a gentleman, do 
not give your hand, but metely bow, with polite- 
ness: and, if you have requested the presentment, 
or know the person by reputation, you may make 
a speech, — indeed, in all cases it is courteous to 
add, ** I am happy to make your acquaintance,** 
or, "I am happy to have the honour of your 
acquaintance." I am aware that high authority 
might be found in this country to sanction the 
custom of giving the hand upon -a first meeting, 
but it is^ undoubtedly a solecism in manners. The 
habit has been adopted by us, with some improve^ 
ment for the worse, from France. When two 
Frenchmen are presented to one another, each 
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prtMS^ the other's h&od with delicate affection. 
The Eng]irii» however, never do so; and the 
practice is altogether inconsistent with the cau- 
tion of manner which is characteristic of their 
nation and our own. If we are to fi)llow the 
French in shaking hands with one whom we have 
never before se^n, we should certainly imitate 
them also in kisUng our intimate male acquaint- 
ances. There are some Americans, indeed, who 
will not leave this matter optional, but will seize 
your hand in spite of you, and visit it pretty 
roughly before you recover it. Next to being 
presented to the Gtrand Jury, is the nuisance of 
being presented to such persons. Such handling 
is most unhandsome. 

A gentleman should not be presented to a lady 
without her permission being previously asked 
and granted. This formality is not necessary 
between men alone; but, still, you should not 
present any one, even at his own request, to an- 
other, unless you are quite well assured that the 
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acqoamtmce wHl be i^freeable to the latter. Yon 
may decline upon the gnmnd of not being aiffi- 
ei^Uj intimate joorsel^. A man does himaelf 
BO service with another when he obliges him to 
know peqple whom he would rather avoid. 

There are some exceptions to the necessity of 
ai^lymg to a lady for-her permission. At a party, 
ot a dance, the mistress of the houi^ may present 
any man to any wcnnan without application to the 
latter. A sister may present her brother, and a 
mother may present her son, upon their own au- 
thority ; but they should be careful not to do this 
unless where they are very intimate, and unless 
there is no inferiority on their part A woman 
may be very willing to know another woman, 
without caring to be saddled with her whole 
&mily. Indeed it is in bad taste for one member 
bf a fkmily ever to be presented by another. And, 
as a general rule, it is better to be presented by the 
mistress of the house, than by any other person. 

If you are walking down the street in com- 
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pany with another persou, and stop to say some- 
tiling to coe of jbjit. fiiends, or are joined by a 
friend who walks with you for a long time, do 
not c(unmit the too conmion* but most flagrant 
error, of presentii^ such persons to one another. 
Never present morning visitors to one another, 
who happen to meet in your parlour without being 
acquainted. Jf y&n should be so jNresented, re- 
member that the acquaintance afterwards goes 
fiar nothii^ ; you have not the slightest right to 
expect that the oth^ will ever speak to you. But 
observe, that in all such oases you should con- 
verse with the «tra]^er as if you knew hun per- 
fectly well ; you are to consider him an acquaii^ 
ance &r the nonca 

If a tradesman, ox^ pix^^ssiottal man of a low 
Older, ooBies into a room, «e the tuner <^a piano, 
« bkeder, &>ci be v«ry careful not to present him 
to the persons for whom he has been sent for. 

If you are paying a morning visit, and some 
one comes in, whose name you know, and no 
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more, and he or she is not recognized bj, or 
acquainted with, the person visited, present such 
a person, yourselC 

If on entering a drawing-room to pay a visit, 
you ore not recognized, mention your name im- 
mediately ; if you know but one member of a 
family, and you find others only in the parlour, 
present yourself to them. Much awkwardness 
may be occasioned by want of attention to this. 

When Iwo men call upon a stranger on a mat- 
ter of business, each should present the other* 

When two Americans, who "have not been 
introduced,'* meet in some public place, as in a 
theatre, a stagecoach, or a steamboat, they will 
sit for an hour staring in one another's ftces, but 
without a word of conversation. This form of 
unpoliteness has been adopted fixnn the English, 
and it is as little worthy of imitation as the form 
of their government Good sense and eonvenience 
are the foundations of good breeding; and it is 
assuredly vastly more reasonable and more agree- 
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able to enjoy a passing^ gratification, when no 
sequent evil is 1o be apprehended, than to be ren- 
dered uncomfbrtable'by an ill-fbunded pride. It 
is therefore better to carry on an easy and civil 
conversation. A snuff-box, or some polite accom- 
modation rendered, may serve for an openmg. 
Talk only about generalities, — the play, tne 
roads, the weather. Avoid speaking of persons 
or politics, for, if the individual is of the opposite 
party to yourself, you will be engaged in a con- 
troversy: if he holds the same opinions, you will 
be overwhelmed with a flood of vulgar intelli- 
gence, which may soil your mind. Be reservedly 
civil while the colloquy lasts^ and let the acquaint- 
ance cease with the occasion. 

If you see a lady whom you do not know, un- 
attended, and wanting the assistance of a man, 
offer your services to her immediately. Do it 
with great courtesy, taking off* your hat and beg- 
ging the honour of assisting her. This precept, 
although universally observed in France, is con- 
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BUntly violated in Englaad and America by the 
demi-bred, perhaps by aU but the thoiough^ired. 
The " mob of gentlemen" in this country seem 
to act in these cases as if a gentleman ipto facto 
ceased to be a man, and as if the fonn <^ pceeenta- 
ticm was estaUished to prevent Intercourse and 
not to increase it Oharles Lamb's phrase, *' a 
human gentleiaan,," was, after all, no great tao- 
tokgy^ 
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VISITS. 

Of Tiflits there are yariooft^kiiidf: visitBofcoii- 
gratiilation» visitB of oondeleiice, ykite of eere- 
mooy, visits of friendship. To each belong di^ 
ferent customs. 

Upon the ftppointment of one of your friends 
to any <^ioe or dignity, you call upon him to oon- 
gratolate, not hiin» but the ooui^, commonity 
or states on account of the honour and advantage 
which it derives from th^ appointmeht 

If one of your friends has delivered a poblie 
oration, call upon him. when he has returned 
homeland tendw to him your thanks ftr the great 
pleasure imd satis&ction fix which yon are in- 
debted to him, and exptem your high estimation 
of the himinous, el^:ant, &c. discourse, trusting 
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that he will be prevailed upon to suffer it to be 
published. 

Visits of condolence are paid within the weei 
after the event which occasion^ them. 

Visits of ceremony should be very short Gro 
at some time whei> business demands the em- 
ployment of every moment In visits of friend- 
ship, adopt a different course. 

If you call to see a friend who is staying at 
lodgings, however intimate you may be with him, 
wait below until a servant has carried up your 
name and returned to tell you whether you can 
be admitted. If you cannot fihd any one to an- 
nounce you, you should knock genUy at the door 
of his chamber, and wait a little while before en- 
tering. If you are in too great a hurry, you 
might find the person drawing off a night-cap. 
These decent formalities are necessary even in 
the most unreserved friendships; they preserve 
the "femiliar" from degenerating into the "vul- 
gar." Disgust will very speedily arise between 
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. persons who bolt into one another's chambeis, 
throw open the windows and seat themselves 
without being desired to do so. Such intimacies 
are like the jimcticm of two electrical balls^ — 
<mly the prelude of a violent separation. 

In calling also to see a person confined by ill- 
ness to his room, it is not enough that' you send 
up your name; you must wait till the servant 
returns. 

The style of your conversaticm should always 
be in keeping with the character of your visit 
You must not talk about literature in a visit of 
conddence, nor lecture on political econcnny in a 
visit of ceremony. 

After a ball or a dinner, you visit during the 
week. 

When you are going abroad, intending to be 
absent fat some time, you enclose your card in an 
envelope, having, first, written 1. 1 1 or p. p, c. 
upon it — ^for A man the former is better^— and di- 
rect it outside to the person for whom it is in* 
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-ended. In taking leave of a famihf, ]poa send 
as many cards as you woald if jtoq were paying 
an ordinary visit Wben you retom from your 
voyage, all the persons to wbom, before going, 
you have sent cards, will pay yon the first visit 
I( previously to a voyage or his marriage, any 
one should not send bis card to anodier, it is to be , 
understood that he wishes the acquaintance to 
cease. The person, therefore, who is thus «l»s- 
carded, should never agaki visit the other. 

If you call at a ho«se when a woman is visit- 
mg there at the same tirae, and there b no male 
relation of the mistress of the house present, yoa 
should rise, when she takes leave, and accom- 
pany her to her carriage, opening the doors for 
her. If your visit has been of tolerable length, 
it were less awkward, if you were to take leave 
at the same time; if aol^ return to the parlour. 

If two persons are at the same moment visiting 
the same (»r difforent memben of a family, and 
one takes leave, while the other remains, the 
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penon wb0 aeoomptaitts the Gant to the ckxnr, 
should make a point of returning to the parloui', 
though the visiter who is there may have called 
only on another member. 

In piling an afternoon, or evening visit, if you 
aee any of the &mily at the window, enter with- 
out knockii^, or ringing the bell. 

When a lady intends to give a large party or 
a danee, she leaves visiting cards at the houses 
of all whom she Intends to invite, about a week 
be&re the cards of invitation are sent. . 

If you riKNild happen to be paying an evening 
visit at a house, where, unknown to you, there is 
a small party assembled, you should enter and 
present yourself precisely as you would have 
done had you been invited. To retire precipi- 
tately with an apdogy for the intrusion would 
create a scetifi, u>d be extremely awkward. Go 
in,, thereiore, oonvearse with ease for a few mo- 
ments, and then retire. Take care to let it be 
known the next day, in auch a way as that the 
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§umly aball hear of it, that you were not awar» 
that there was any cmnpany there. Likewise, 
if you are mtfindiag to enter one house, and find 
that you have got by mistake into another,-— e 
blunder very easily and very often committed in 
Philadelphia, in consequence of the singular uni- 
formity of the houses,— it is better, provided you 
have fiurly entered the parlour before perceiving 
your error, and provided, also, that you are not 
an utter stranger to the fiimily, it is better, I say, 
to remain for a ^rt time as if you had intended 
to pay a visit there, and say nothing whatever 
about the matter; but your visit should not be 
quite as long, nor your manner so ccmfused, aa 
this sentence. 

During the administration of Greneral Wa^ 
ington, Mr. Jefierson was one evening invited to 
a dance at the house of a distinguished military 
officer in Philadelphia. At about eight o'clock 
he got into his carriage and gave the coachman 
what he thought was an accurate direction as to 
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the place where he was to be driv^* By mis- 
take, he was set down at the door of the house 
directly opposite, which ha^^pened to be the resi- 
dence of a member of Congress, whom he had 
never visited and who was very warmly opposed 
to, him in pditics. It was not until the Secretary 
of State was in the middle of the drawing-room 
that he discovered that he was, as it has lately 
been expressed^ quite " in the wrong box." The 
lady of the house chanced to be sitting there 
alcme, the gentleman being ill. The person of 
Mr. Jefiferson was, of course, known ; and under 
that assurance, he presented himself with admi- 
rable ease and self-possession, and sat down. He 
conversed, making himself very agreeable, drank 
tea and staid till hal^past nine o'clock, when he 
took leave. Inquiring from the servant at the 
door, where he should find the house to which he 
had been invited, he made his way thither, and 
communicated to the ladies the error into which, 
through the stupidity of his coachman, he had 
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b^en led; and th^, tbe aext cky, inftraied their 
neighboorsL , This aneedote may be relied upon ; 
and if there is no other on reeord, respeeting Mr. 
Jefferaon'a manners, there is enough in it to con- 
vince us that he was a highbred g^ntieman. 

Respectable visitorB should be received and 
treated with the utmost courtesy. But if a tire- 
some fellow, after wearying all his friends, grows 
at last weary, of himself and arrives to bestow 
his tediousness upon you, pull out your watch 
with restlessness, talk about your great occupa- 
tion, and the value c^ time. PcliteneaB is <me 
thing ; to be made a ccmvenieoee ofi ia quite an- 
other affair. 

When you call upon a man, staying at a hotel, 
with whom you are not personal^ acquainted, th» 
most convenient method (^ jtfes^ting yourself 
is this. Arrest one of the servants, (dace your 
card in his hand, desiring him to give it to the 
person whom you wish to see, and to let him 
know that you are there. The servant wiU re- 
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torn accompanied by the object of your visit, and 
will point out to him the person whose card he 
has received. 

If, in such a case, the individual whom yoq 
seek is not in the house, direct the servant io 
take your card to his room and place it upon his 
table, and wait till you are satisfied that he has 
complied witii your order. If you cannot find a 
servant in the hall, that is to say, if your visit 
should be made at any one of nine-tenths of the 
American hotels, write with your pencil at the 
top (£ the card, "For Mr. So-and-So," or, rather, 
enclose it in an envelope and direct it on tiie out* 
side, and give it to the bar-keeper. Unless you 
take some such precaution, your visit will be 
firaitless. 

In leaving a card fi>r a stranger, do not forget 
to add your address; and» db not omit it, if you 
leave a card far another in a city where you are 
a stranger. This inadvertence was committed in 
London by an American minister at that Cqurt ; 
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and Lord Erskine reminded him of the omisiion, 
with more wit than eourtesy, and more vanity 
than either. Lord Erskine betrayed as much igw 
norance of the world in telling Mr. Rush that he 
had not returned his visit because he did not know 
where he was to be fi>und, as Mr. Rush did in 
omitting to write his address upon his card when 
he left it at Lord Erskine's. It is deemed, among 
gentlemen, a rude thing to ai^ a man where he 
lives, or to tell him that you did Hot call to see 
him becaine you did -not know where he iiv«d ^ 
you are to allow him to suppose that you under* 
stand that he is of such distinction that there can 
be no difficulty whatever in ascertaining^ his rtei* 
dence. As, however, every one is aware that in 
point of fiict, his own dwelling in a city cabnot, 
without difficulty, be discovered by a stranger, 
he should always add hk address to his card, or, 
if he gives him a verbal invitation, he should, 
kno^dg that the other will not ask, vdunteer in 
defecriding, distinctly, the position of his house. 
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rhe oini8si<H), if not occasioned by fi)rgetfuliies8 
must be ascribed either, to pride or insincerity. 

If tbe stranger whom yoit call upon at a hotel 
should be a woman, you would probably find her 
sitting, with the other lodgers, in the parlour. 
If 80, you should order a servant to carry yqur 
card and give it to the person whom you desig<> 
nate; and follow it immediately. The person 
whom you seek is thus pointed out to you, and 
your name nude known to her. Also, if you are 
visiting any one whom you do not know, not at 
lodgiagA, but living en menn^e, send in your card 
•ad follow it 

Bf the way, there are many occfisions, — and 
tibtfi is one of diemr-'HMi which it is convenient 
that the name upon a card should be legible at 
a glance. The Gothic lett^ should therefore 
not be used for this purpose, as there are many 
who cannot ^ all decypher a word so written, 
•ad few who caa do it instantly. 

The card of a man should be small, plain, un- 
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glazed, and ungilt A gilded and glazed card is 
agreeable, <mly, as belonging to a woman. 1 
ghonld be glad to exhibit to. the host oi American 
parvenus their own broad, glittering cards, — 
bearing upon them names reeking with plebeiaa- 
ism, gewgawed witii some paltry title, the syno- 
nyme and passport of insignificance, — ^in contrast 
with the plain and modest cards oi some of the 
highest peers of the British realm. 

Mourning cards should not be used by any but 
&milie8 of distinction. 

There is a cheap mode of printing cards wkh 
types, which should be shunned. as mean in the 
extreme. If a man cannot afibrd the expense of 
an engraved card, he shot^ employ a written 
one. 

Annual visits are paid to persons with whom 
you have a cool acquaintance. They visit you 
in the autumn, you return a card in the spring. 

In paying a visit under ordinary circumstances, 
you leave a single card. If there be residing in 
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the family, a married daughter, an mmiarried 
sister, a transient guest, or any person in a dis- 
tinct situation firom the mistress of the house, 
you leave ""two cards, one for each party. If you 
are acquainted with only one member of a &- 
mily, as the husband, or the wife, and you wish 
to indicate that your visit is to both, you leave 
two cards. Ladies have a fashion of pinching 
down one comer of a card to denote that the visit 
is to only one of two parties in a house, and two 
comers, or one side of the card, when the visit 
is to both ; but this is a transient mode, and of du- 
bious respectability. 

When a gentleman is about to be married, he 
sends cards, a day or two before the event, to all 
whom he is in the habit of visiting. These visits 
are never paid in person, but the cards sent by a 
servant, at any hour in the morning; or the gen- 
tleman goes in a carriage, and sends them in. 
After marriage, some day is appointed and made 
known to all; as the day on which he receives 
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company. His friends then call upon him 
Would that this also were perfi>rmed by cards 
A visit and an umtarella should always be re- 
umed. 
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APPOINTMENTS AND PUNCTUAUT^ 

When you make an sppoktment, always be 
exact in observing it In some places, and (Hi 
some occasions, a c^uarter <^ an hour's grace is 
given. This depends on custom, and it is always 
better not to avail yourself of it. In Philadelphia 
it is necessary to be punctual to ar second, toit 
there everybody breathes by the State-house 
clock. If you make an appointment to meet 
anywhere, your body must be in a right line 
with the frame of the door at the instant the first 
stroke of the great clock sounds. If you are a 
moment later, your character is gone. It is 
useless to plead the evidence oS your watch, or 
detention by a friend. You read your con- 
demnation in the action of the old fellows who, 
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with polite regard to your feelings, simultane 
ously pull out their vast chronometers, as you 
enter. The tardy man is worse off than the 
murderer. He may be pardoned by one person, 
(the Governor) ; the unpunctual is pardoned by 
none. Hand inexpertua loquor. 

If you make an appointment with another at 
your own house, you should be invisible to the 
rest of the world, and consecrate your time solely 
to him. 

If you make an appointment with a lady, espe- 
cially if it be upon a promenade, or oth6r public 
olace, you must be there a little before the time. 

If you accept an appointment at the housie of 
a public officer, or a man of business, be very 
punctual, transact the affiiir with despatch, and 
retire the moment it is finished. 
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Ai«WAY8 remember that the terma of compli- 
ment at the close o^a letter — "I have the honour 
to be your very obedient se^vant^" etc. are merely 
forms — " signifying nothing.** Do not therefore 
avoid them on account of pride^ or a dislike to 
the person addressed. Do notpresume, as some 
do^ to found expectations oi fiivour or promotion 
from great men who {nrofoss themselves your 
obliged servant 

In writing a letter of business it is extremely 
vulgar to use satin or glazed gold-edged paper. 
Always employ, on such occasions, plain Ameri- 
can paper. Place the date at the top of the page, 
and if you please, the name of the person at thrs 
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top also, just above the * Sir;' though this last is 
indifierent 

In letters to gentlemen, always place the date 
at the end of the letter, below his name. Uae 
tiie best paper, but not figured, and never fail to 
enclose it in an envelope. Attention to these 
matters is indispensable. 

To a person whom you do not know well, say 
^ Sir,' not * Dear Sir.' It ^rmerly was usual in 
^rriting to a distingujidied man to employ the 
form * Rospeoted Sir,' cat aomething of the kind. 
This is now out of fiishion. 

There are a great many forms observed l^ the 
French in their letters, ^hich are necessary to 
be known before addressing one of that nation. 
You will find them in their books upon such 
subjects, or learn them fixnn your French master. 
One custom of theirs is worthy of «&)ption 
among us: to prcqiortion the difl^ance between 
the ' Sir' and the first line of the letter, to the 
rank c^ the person to whom you write; Among 
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the French, to neglect attending to this would 
give mortal offence. It obtains also in other 
Earq)ean nations. When the Duke of Buckings 
ham was at the court of Spain, some iettera 
passed between the Spanidi minister Olivez and 
himself — the two proudest men on earth. The 
Spaniard wrote a letter to the Englishman, and 
put the 'Monsieuir' on^a line with the beginning 
of his letter. The oth^, in his reply, placed the 
* Monsieur* a little below it 

A note of invitation or reply n always to be 
enclosed in an envelope. 

Wafers are now entirely exploded. A letter 
of business is sealed with red wax, and marked 
with some common stamp. Letters to gentle- 
men demand red wax sealed with your arms. 
In notes to ladies em^^oy coloured wax, but not 
perfumed. 

There should be more reserve in the mamer 
and expressions of letters between persons not 
acquainted, than is generally found in an Ameri- 
01 

Digitized by Google 



LETTEES. 

can conhespondence of this description. They 
riiould be more fonnal and cux^uitous than th^y 
generally are in this country? with as sparing 
use as is consistent with clearness, of those 
words which give a familiar tone to a commoni- 
cation, such as * I,' ♦ you,' * my,' * your,' &c. 

In ceremonious communications between gen 
tlemen, the third person, — the form of the note 
— diould be employed. Letters upon social busi- 
ness should generally be in this form. Letters 
upcm occasionof a diderence or misunderstanding 
between gentlemen, however long, should always 
have the third person. When this fi>rm is em- 
ployed, the word ' Sir' is UQt placed at the top, 
and the letter is not signed. 

After the word 'Sir' has been written at the 
beginning, do not again employ it in the body of 
the letter. I have seen letters so thickly sown 
with ' Sirs,' that they might have been taken for 
the Te^qtt of a speech in Congress. 

In letters of business, as well as in speeches 

Digitized by Google 



and personal conferences, the point at issue 
should be stated first, nakedly and directly; the 
explanations and qualifications may come after- 
wards. If you have decided to refiise a request, 
it is much better to state your refusal, at the out- 
set of your letter, in the fewest possible words; 
then add as many regrets as you think fit Mr. 
Burke's speech at the Bristol hustings, upon the 
death of one of the candidates, Mr, Comoe, is a 
model for all business communications. The 
fiict is stated in the very first line, — "Gentle- 
men, I decline the election ;" the reasons then 
fi>llow at an half-hour's length. If, however, you 
prc^ess the craft of modem politics, yoif must 
rmrsue a very different method in your letters ; 
state the conditions and qualifications, first, at 
great length ; and the fact — not at all. 

Letters of presentation are not to be sealed, but 

merely folded in an envelope. In delivering such 

a letter, if it is addressed to an equal, send k from 

vour lodgings with your card. The person will 
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«beii visit you, and is bound« at least» to iovite 
foa to dinner ; to neglect this civility, would bo 
a double rudeness; it would be rude both to the 
writer and the deliverer of the letter. 

If the letter is addressed to a distinguished 
caan, whose time is valuable, and upon whom you 
have no extraordinary claim, call upon him with 
It Go into the reception-room, and send it by a 
servant to his study or oflice. If you visit a 
woman with a letter oi recommendation, as she 
will piobaUy foe sitting in the drawingr^t>om, 
send your letter m, and 4inger a moment heinm 
you follow it, in order to give her time to read iv\ 

Young men should be very attentive to the 
style of their letters, even to ^miliar firiendft 
They will probably be seen by others, and tho 
writer's character affected. Many an obscure 
man has been brought into notice, and the founda- 
tion of his subsequent fortune, laid, by a weU- 
written letter of his having come under the eye 
of a man of influence. 
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Th^re are books puUinhed with the laaaable 
purpose oi Bssisting the ignorant to write ([ood 
letters; such as "The Compjete Letter-writer." 
"The Epistolographer's own book,'* &e. These 
models will render a man a graceful correspond- 
ent» about as soon as meditating oa a waxen 
peach will make him a good (»rchaidi8t 

In the departoient of epistolary composition, 
English literature is less richly supplied than the 
FVench. Still there are some excellent speci* 
mens, which lAould be oft^i read by those ^o 
•aim at great eleganoe in letter*writing. The 
letlnrs of Lord Byron from Italy are perhaps the 
most perfect in the language ; elaborated, doubt- 
less, with no common toil, but having the air of 
being ra^ and unstudied. Horace Walpole's 
letters bear too evident traces of the care which 
gave them the unrivalled refinement and finish 
which they display. Gray's ai« delightful 

In letters of every description, even those to 
the most intimate and reliable friends, there is 
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need of the utmost caution in expreninfir senti- 
ments and opinions. In spite of promises and 
mjunctions, no man ever bums a letter. Mr. 
D^Israeli says, that in the coprse of his researches 
mto the history (^ the reign of Churles L, he 
generally found that the letters which were pre- 
served of that time, were those that contained 
the most earnest entreaties to bum them as soon 
as they were read. If a letter is not shown, it 
may at least be lost, and the inconveniences be 
quite as great Besides, you cannot be sure of 
the constancy of the friend to whom your confi- 
dence is made. A short lapse of time, and a 
much smaller matter than a thunderstorm, wiH 
change your fHends as readily as your cream; 
and if their affections do not change} your opinions 
may, and the evidence of the change may be an 
inconvenient document There is a reflection in 
La Bmyere which is very much to the purpose 
here: "To live with your friends," says that 
cautious thinker, " To live with your friends, at 
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if they would one day be your enemies, and with 
your enemies, as if they would one day be your 
friends, is not a precept of honour, nor a dictate 
of feelings, but it is a maxim of policy." 

The perfection of worldly prudence upon this 
point, is, to my thinking, contained in a single 
speech of Mephistopheles ; *' Never write a letter, 
•nd never bom one.*' 
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CONVERSATION. 

The g^nd object for which a gentleman ex- 
ists, is to excel in company. Conversation is tho 
mean of his distinction, — the drawing-room the 
scene of his glory. 

When you enter a drawing-room, where there 
is a ball or a party, you salute the lady of the 
house before speaking to any one else. Even 
your most intimate friends are enveloped in an 
opake^atmosphere until you have made your bow 
to your entertainer. We must take occasicm 
here to obelize a custom which prevails too ge- 
nerally in this country. The company enter t^e 
back door of the back parlour, and the mistress 
of the house is seated at the other extremity of 
the front parlour. It is therefore necessary to 
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"^aTerse the length of two rooms in order to reach 
ber. A voyage of this kind is hy no means an 
easy undertaking, when there are Circes and Ca- 
lypsoe assailing one on every side; and when 
one has reached the conclusion, one cannot per- 
haps distinguish the ohject of one's search at a 
cotfp d^ceU. It would be in every point of view 
more appropriate if the lady were to stand di- 
rectly opposite to the door of the back parlour. 
Such 18 the custom in the best companies abroad. 
Upon a single gentleman entering at a late hour, 
it is not so obligatory to speak first to the mis- 
tress of the ceremonies. He may be allowed to 
converse his way up to her. When you leave a 
room before the others, go without speaking to 
any one, and, if possible, unseen. 

Never permit the sanctity of the drawing-room 
to be violated by a boot 

Fashicmabje society is divided into «ef«, in all 
of which there is some peculiarity of mimner, or 
some dominant tone of feeling. It is necessary 
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to itody the^e peculiaritieB before entering^ the 
circle. 

In each of tl^eee sets there is geaarally 9ome 
ffenlleman, who rules, and gives it it« character, 
or, ra^r, who is jiot ruler, but the first and most 
fiivoured subject;, and the prime minister of the 
ladies* will. Him you must endeavour to imi- 
tate, taking care not to imitate him so well as to 
excel hioL To differ in mani^r or opinion from 
him is to render yourself unfit for that circle. 
To speak disrespectfoUy of him is to insult per- 
sonally every lady who ccmiposes it 

In company, though none are *'firee,*' yet all 
are '^ equal" All therefore v^om you meet, 
should be treated with equal respect, although 
interest may dictate toward each different de- 
grees c^ attrition. It is diorespectfiil to the in>- 
yiter to shun any of her guests. Those wliom 
she has honoured l^ asking to her house, you 
should saiKtion by admitting to your acquaint- 
•nce. 

100 

Digitized by Google 



tHB DRAWING-ROOM, BTO. 



If you meet any one whom ym. have never 
&eard<^ hefc»:e at the table of a gentleman, or m 
the drawing-room <^ a lady, jroti may converse 
with him with entire propriety. The fi>rm of 
** introduction'* is nothing more than a statement 
by a matual &iend that two gentlemen are by 
rank and manners fit acquaintances for one an 
other. All Una may be presumed from the fkct, 
that both meet at a respectable house. This is 
the theory of the matter. Custom, however, re* 
quires that you should take the earliest opportu- 
nity afterwards to be regularly presented to such 
an one. 

Men ci all s6rts of occupations meet in society. 
As they go there to unbend their minds and 
escape .from the fetters c^ business, you should 
never, in an evening, speak to a man about his 
profession. Do not- talk of politics to a jour- 
nalist, of fevers ta a i^ysician, of stocks to a 
broker, — ^noi^ unless you wbh to enrage him to 
the utmost, of education to a collegiaa The 
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error which is here condemned is often com- 
mitted fh>m mere good nature and a desire to be 
afikble. But it betrays to a gentleman, ignorance 
of the world, — ^to a philosopher, ignorance of hu- 
man nature. The one considers that *' Tdus les 
hommes sont egaux devant la politesse :" the 
other remembers that though it may be agreeable 
to be patronised and assisted, yet it is still more 
agreeable to be treated as if you needed no pa- 
tronage, and were above aiisistance. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds once received from two 
noblemen invitations to visit them aa Sunday 
morning. The first, whom he waited upon, wel- 
comed him with the most obsequious condescen- 
sion, treated him with all the attention in tiie 
world, professed that he was so desirous of seeing 
him, that he had mentioned Sunday as the Ume 
fcp* his visit, supposing him to be too much en- 
gaged during the week, to spare time enough for 
the purpose, concluded his compliments by an 
eulogy on paintiiig, and smiled him aSectionately 
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to the door. Sir Joshua left him> to call upon ;he 
<Mber. That one received hhu with respectful 
civility, and behaved to him as he would have be* 
hated to an equal in the peera^ : — said nothing 
about Raphael nor Correggio, but conversed with 
ease about literature and men. This nobleman 
was the Earl of Chesterfield. Sir Joshua felt, 
that though the one had said that he respected 
him, the other had proved that he did, and went 
away firom this one gratified rather than firom the 
fintt Reader, there is wisdom in this anecdote. 
Mark, learn, and inwardly digest it: and let this 
be the moral which you deduce, — ^that there is 
distinction in company, but that there are no dis- 
tincticxis. 

The great business in company is conversation. 
It should be studied as an art Style in conversa- 
tion is' as important, and as capable of cultivatimi 
as style in writing. The manner of saying things 
is what (^yes them their value. 

The most important requbite for succeeding 
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here, is coiurtaiit and anfidtering a^ntion. That 
which Churchill has noted as the .greatest virtue 
on the stage, is also the most necessary in c6m- 
Jwflj, — to be "always attentive to the bosinesi 
f the scene." Your understanding should, like 
your person, be armed at all points. Never go 
mto society with your mind en deshabille. It is 
fiital to success to be at all absent or distrait. The 
secret of conversation has been said to consist in 
building upon the remark of your companioD. 
Men c^ the strongest minds, who have solitary 
habits and bookish dispositions, rarely excel in 
sprightly cdloquy, because they seize upon the 
thing itsdf, — the sulgect abstEactly,^4nstead of 
attending to the language of other epeskeraf 
and do not cultivate verbal pleasantries and re* 
finemeats. He who doee otherwise gains a 
reputation for quickness, and pleases by show- 
ing diat he has regarded the observation of 
others 
It is an error to suppose that conversatioQ con* 
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in talking^. . A more important tkmg is to 
listen discreetly. «. Mmbeau said^ that to sacceed 
in^the wx^ld, it is necessary to submit to be taught 
ioany thinifs which you understand, by persrat 
who know nothing ab^t them« Flattery is the 
smoothest path to success ; and the most refined 
and gratifying compliment yon can pay, is to lis^ 
ten. *' The wit (^ conversation consists more in 
finding it in otiiers," says La Bruyere, " than in 
showing a great deal yourself: he who goes from 
your conversation pleased with hims^ and his 
own wit, is perfectly well pleased with you^ 
Most men had rather please than admnre you, 
and seek less lo be instriKted,— say, delighted,— 
tiian to be approved and applauded. The most 
delicate {deasure Is to i^ease another.'' 

It is certainly proper enough to convince dhefw 
of yqar merits. But the highest idea which you 
can give a man of your own penetration, is to be 
th<»roughly impressed with his. 

Patience is a social engine, as well as a Chrkp* 
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tian virtxie. To listen, to wait, and to be wea« 
ried, are the certain elements of good fortune. 

If there be any foreigner present at a dinner 
party, or small evening party, who does not an* 
derstaqd the language which is spoken, good 
breeding requires that the conversation sliould 
be carried cm entirely in his language. Even 
among your most intimate friends, never address 
any one in a language not understood by all the 
others. It is as bad as whispering. 

Never speak to any one in -company about a 
private affiiir which is not understood by others, 
as asking how that matter is commg on, &c. 
In flo doing you indicate your opinion that the 
rest are de trap. If you wish to make any such 
inquiries, always explain to others the business 
about whidi you inquire, if the subject admit 
of it 

If upon the entrance of a visitor you continue 
a conversation begun before, you should always 
exphiin the subject to-the new-comer* 
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If there is any <me in the compttoy whom yoa 
do not know, be careful how yoa let off any epi- 
grams or pleasant little sarcasms. You might be 
very witty upon halters to a man whose father 
had been hanged. The first requisite .fer suc- 
cessful conversation is to know your company 
well. ' 

We have spoken above of the necessity of 
relinquishing the prerogative of our race, and 
being contented with recipient silence. There 
IS another precept of a kindred nature to be ob- 
served, namely, not to talk too well when you 
do talk. You do not raise yourself much in4ho 
opinion of another, if at the same time that you 
amuse him, you wound him in the nicest point,— 
his self-love. Besides irritating vanity, a con- 
stant flow of wit is exces^vely &tigning to the 
listeners. A witty man is an agreeable acquaint- 
ance, but a tiresome firiend. ** The wit of the 
company, next to the butt of the company," says 
Mrs. Montagu, *\ia the meanest person in it 
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Tlie great duty of converB&tion is to foUaw suit, 
as joa do at whist: if the eldest hand plays the 
deuce of diamonds, let not his next neighboar 
dash down the king of hearts, because his hand 
is ftill of honours. I do not love to see a man <^ 
wit win aU the tricks in oonvensation/' 

In addressing any xme, always look at him ; 
and jf there are several {nresent, you will please 
more by dbecting some porticxi of your conver- 
eation, as an anecdote or statement, to each one 
individually in turn. This was the great secre/t 
c^ Sheridan's charming manlier. His Ixm-motB 
were not munerous. 

Never ask aquestion under any ciicumstanceft 
In thB first pAace it is too proud; in the second 
l^ace, it may be very inconvenient or very awk- 
ward to give a reply. A lady lately inquired of 
what branch of medical practice a certain gen- 
tleman was professor. He. held the chair of mid' 
toiferyi 

It is indispensable fbr conversation to be well 
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a^OAmft^ with the cmxent news and the^hkUy 
rkfil events <rf the liust few years. It is not eon* 
i[fmient tp be quite ao far behind the reat of the 
world in aoch matters, as the ''^ * * * * ♦ 
* * That sapient journal has just announced 
the dethronement of Charles X. We may ex* 
pect sQpn U> hear of the accession of Louis Phi» 
lippe. 

In society nev^ qvote. If you get entangled 
in a dii^ute with some learned blocl^ead, you 
may silence him with a few extemp(»rary quotas 
lions. Select the autlunr £>r whom he has the 
greatest admiration, and give him a passage in 
the s^le of that writer, which most pointedly 
Opndenms the o^imcm he supports. If it does 
not ccnvince him, he will be so much stunned 
with amazement that you can make your escape, 
and ardd the unpleasant necessity of knocking 
him down. 

The ordinary weapcms which one employs in 
social encounter, are, whether dignified or not, 
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alwiys at least honoaraWe. There are some, 
however, who habitually prefer to bribe the 
judgo^ rather than atrengthen their caose. The 
instrument of such is flattery. There are, in^ 
dised, cases in which a man of honour may use 
the same weapon ; as there are cases in Which 
a poisoned sword may be empbyed fi>r sel^ 



Flattery prevails over all, always, and in all 
places; it conquers the conqueror of Dai^e: few 
are beneath it, none above it : the court, the 
camp, the church, are the scenes of its victories, 
and all manldnd the subjects of its triumphs. Il 
will be acknowledged, th^n, that a man possesses 
no very contemptible power wl^o ci^ flatter skil- 
fldly. 

The power of flattery may be derived from 
several sources. It may be, that the person flat- 
tered, finding himself gratified, and conscious 
that it is to the flatterer that he is indebted for 
this gratification, feels an obligation to him, with- 
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out inquiring the reason ; or it may be, that hna* 
giningf ourselves to stand high in the good opinion 
of the one that praises us, we comply with what 
he desires, rathei' than forfeit that esteem : or, 
finally, fiattery may be only a marked pditeness, 
and we submit ourselves to the control of the 
fiatterer rather than be guilty of the rudeness of 
op^^ing him. 

Flattery never should be direct It should not 
be stated, but inferred. It is better acted than 
uttered. Flattery should seem to be the unwit- 
ting and even unwilling expression of genuine 
admiration. Some very weak persons do not re- 
quire that expressions of praise and esteem toward 
them should be sincere. Their heads are turned 
by the incense, although they perceive whence it 
arises : tl^y are pleased that they are .of impor- 
tance enough to have their fiivour courted. But 
in most cases it is necessary that the flattery 
should appear to b». the honest offspring of the 
feelings. Such flattery must succeed; for, it is 
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founded upon a principle in our nature which is 
•8 deep as life; namely, that we always love 
those who we think Iovq us. 

It is sometimes flattery to accept praises. 

Neva: flatter one person in the presence of 
another. 

Never commend a lady's musical skill to an- 
other lady who herself plays. 

It has often, however, a good eSoct to praise 
one man to his particuliff friend, if it be for 
somethinif to which that friend haa himself no 
pretensioQs, 

It is an error to imagine that men are less in- 
toxicated with flattery than women. The only 
difference is that e^eem must be expressed to 
women, but proved to men. 

Flattery i» at course efficacious to obtain posi- 
tive benefits. It is of more constant use, how- 
ever, for purposes of defence. You conquer an 
attack of rudeness by oourtisy: you avert an 
attack of accusation by tetery. Every one re- 
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members the anecdote of Dr. Johnson and Mr. 
Ewing. " Prince," said Napoleon to Talleyrand, 
" they tell me that you sometimes speculate im- 
properly in the funds." "They do me wrong 
then," said Talleyrand. ** But how did you ac- 
quire so much money 1" "I bought stock the 
day before you were proclaimed First Consul," 
replied the ex-bishop, " and I sold it the day 
after.'^ 

Compliments are light skirmishes in the war 
of flattery, for the purpose of obtaining an occa- 
sional object They are little Mae coins that you 
receive with aae hand and pay away with the 
other. To flatter requires a profound knowledge 
of haman nature and of the character of your 
subject ; to compliment skilfully, it is sufficient 
that you are a pupil of SpurzheiuL 

It is a common practice with men to abstain 

ffom grave conversation with women. And the 

habit is in general judicioua If the woman is 

young, gay and trifling, talk to her only of the 
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latest fiishloiis, the gossip of the day, etc. Bat 
this in other cases is not to be doae. Most wo- 
men who are a little old, particularly married 
women, — and even some who are yomig — wish 
to obtain a reputati(m for intellect and an ac- 
quaintance with science. You therefore pay them 
a real compliment, and gratify their self-love, by 
conversing occasionally upon grave matters, 
which they do not understand, and do not really 
relish. Yott may interrupt a discussion on the 
beauty^of a dahlia, by observing that as you know 
fiuX they take an interest in such things you 
mention the discovery <^ a new method of ana- 
lyzing curves of double curvature. Men who 
talk only of trifles will rarely be popular with 
women past twenty-five. 

Talk to a mother about her children. Women 
are never tired of hearmg of themselves and their 
el^dtea 

If you go to a house where diere are children, 
you i^ould take especial care to ccmciliate theii 
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good will by a little manly t^e-a-tete, otherwise 
you may get a ball against your shins, or be 
tumbled from a three-leg'ged chair. 

To be able to converse with women, you must 
study their vocabulary. You would make a great 
mistake in interpreting never, forever, as they 
are explained In Johnson. 

Bo not be for ever telling a woman that she is 
handsome, witty, etc. She knows that a vast 
deal better than you do. 

Do not allow your love for one woman to pre- 
vent your paying attention to others. The ob- 
ject of your love is the only one who ought to 
perceive it 

A little pride, which remkwfe you what is due 
to yourself, and a little good nature, which sug- 
gests what 18 due to others, are the prerequisites 
for the moral ccmstitution of a man of the 
world. 

Too much vivacity and too much inertness are 
both fatal to politenedi. By the former we are 
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QuiTied too far, by the latter we are kept too 
much back. 

NU adnwrari, the precept of stoicism, is the 
precept for conduct among gentlemen. All ex- 
citement must be studiously avoided. When 
you are with ladies, die case is dif^rent Among 
them, wonder, astonishment, ecstacy, and enthu- 
siasm, are necessary in cnrder to be believed. 

Never dispute in the presence of other persons. 
If a man states an opinion which you cannot 
adopt, say nothing. If he states a &ct which is 
of little unportance, you may carelessly assent 
When you differ, let it be indirectly; rather a 
want of assent than actual dissent 

If you wish to inquire about anything, do not 
do it by asking a question; but introduce the 
subject, and give the person an oppcntunity of 
say mg as much as he finds it agreeable to impart 
Do not even say, '* How is your brother to-day 1** 
but •• I hope your brother is quite welL'* 
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Never a^' a lady a question about anything 
whatever. 

It is a point 6^ courtly etiquette which is ob- 
served rigforously by every one who draws nigh* 
that a question must never be put to a king. 

Never ask a question about the price of a 
thing. This horrible error is often committed by 
a nouvean rtcAe. \ 

If you have accepted an invitation to a party, 
never fail to keep your promise. It is cruel to 
the lady of the house to accept, and then send 
an apology at the last moment Especially do 
not break your word on account of bad weather. 
You may be certain that many others will» and 
the invitei will be mortified by the paucity of 
her guests. A cloak and a carriage will secure 
you from all inconvenience, and you will be con- 
ferring a real benefit. 

Avoid the habit of employing French words 
in English conversation ; it is in extremely bad 
taste to be always using such expressions as 
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ci-devantt soudisatUt en ina$9e, couleur de rose^ 
etc Do not salute your acquaiBtances with fton 
jpwr^ nor reply to every propoeitioa, vokmHers. 

In^ speaking of Freoeb cities and towns, it is a 

ark of refinement in education to pronounce 
them rigidly according to EngU^ roles of ^leech. 
Mr. Fox, the best French scholar, and one of the 
best-bred men in England, always, sounded the x 
in BourdeauXf and the t in Calais, and on all 
occasions pronounced such names juat as they are 
written. 

In society, avoid having those peculiar prefer- 
ences for some subjects, which are vulgar^ de- 
nominated ^^hoibby hor$e$.''* They make your 
company a bore to all your friends; and some 
kind-hearted creature will take adviantage of them 
and trot you, for the amusement of the company. 

When you receive company in your own boose, 
you should never be much dressed. Tjiis is a 
circumstance of the first importance in good 
breeding. 
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Avoid the tise of j^verbs in eenveraation, and 
all sorts of cant phrases. This €ffror is, I believe, 
icensured by Lcnrd Chesterfield, and is one of the 
most ofTensively vulgar thiqgs whidi a person 
can commit We have frequently been aston- 
ished to hear such a slang phrase as '* the whole 
Jiog,** used by perscxis who had pr^t^isions to very 
superior standing. We would, be disposed to 
aj^y to such an expression & criticism of Dr. 
Johnson's, which rivals it in coarseness : *' It has 
not enough salt-to keep it from stifiking, enough 
wit to prevent its being (^nsive." We dp not 
wish to advocate any &lse refinement, or to en- 
courage any cockney delicacy : but we may be 
decent without being afiected. The stable lan- 
guage and raft humour of Crockett and Downing 
may do very well to amuse one in a morning pa^ 
per, but it exhibits little wit and less good sense 
to adopt them in the drawing-room. This matter 
sliould be " reformed tJtogether." 

When you are going into a company, it is of 
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adrantagfe to run over in yoar mind, beforehand, 
the topics of conversation which yon intend to 
bring t^, and to arrange the manner in which 
you will introdace (hem. You may also refresh 
your general ideas upon the subjects, and run 
through the details of the few very brief and 
sprightly anecdotes which you are going to re- 
peat ; and also have in readiness one or two bril- 
liant phrases or striking words which you will 
use upon occasion. Farther than this it is dan- 
gerous to make much preparation. If you com- 
mit to memory long speeches with the design of 
delivering them, your conversation will beccnne 
formal, and you will be negligent of the obser- 
vations of your company. It will tend also to 
impair that habit of readiness and quickness 
which it is^ecessary to cultivate in order to be 
agreeable. 

You must be very careful that you do not re- 
peat the same anecdotes or let off the same good 
things twice to the same person. Richatd 
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Sharpe, the ^conversationist" as he was called 
in London, kept a regular book of entry, in which 
he recorded where atid before whom he had 
uttered severally his choice sayings. The cele- 
biated Bubb Doddington prepared a manuscript 
book of original ybcefiie, which he was accus- 
tomed to read over when he expected an]^ distin- 
gfrished company, trusting to an excellent me- 
mory to preserve him from iteration. 

A gentleman must not expect to shine in so- 
ciety, even the most frivolous, without a consi- 
deraUe stock of knowledge. He must be ac- 
quainted with facts rather than principles. He 
needs- no very sublime sciences ; but a knowledge 
of biography knd literary history, of the fine arts, 
tm painting, engravmg, music, etc., V^ be of 
great service to him. 

Few things are more a:greeable or more diffi- 
cult, than to relate anecdotes with entire pro- 
priety. They should be introduced gracefully, 
have fit connexion with the previous remarks. 
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and be in perfect keefuag^ with tbe comfNuiy, the 
Bubject and the tone of tb& conversation ; ihey 
gnould be short, witty and eloquent, and they 
^oidd be new but not &r-fetched. 

In rapid and eager discourse, when persons are 
excited and impati^it, as at a ball or in a pr»* 
menade, repeat nothing but the qmit and soul of 
a story, leaping over the particulars. > Thare are 
however many places and occasions in which you 
may bring out the details witii advantage, pire- 
cisely, but not tediously. When you cepeat a 
true story, be always extremely exact Mem, 
Not to forget the point of your story, like most 
xiarrators. 

When yon are telling a flat anecdote by mi9* 
take, laugh egregiously, that others may do the 
same : when you repeat a spirited and striking 
hon tnoti be grave and c(»npoBed, in ordor that 
others may not be the same. 

For one who has travelled much, to hit the 
proper medium between too much reserve and 
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too much intrusion, on tke subject, of hm adren- 
tures, is not easy* Such a petson is expected to 
give amusement by pleasant histodes of his tra- 
vels, and it is agreeable that he should do so, yet 
with moderation; he should not reply to every 
cemark by a memou*, commencing, ^ When I was 
in Japan." , • 

Rampant witticisms which requite one to 
iaugh, are apt to grow &tiguing: it is better to 
have a sprightly and amusing vein rmmmg 
through your conversation, which, betraying no 
effort, allows one to be grave without offence, or 
to smile witiKMit pain. 

Punning is now decidedly out of date. It is 
a 9illy tmd displeasing thing, when it becomes a 
habit Some (me has called it the v^it of fools. 
It is within the reach of the most trifling, and is 
often used by them to puzzle and degrade the 
wise. Whatever mav be its merits, it i&iiow out 
of fiishion. 
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In conversation, avoid such phrases as ''My 
dear sir or madam." 

It is very difficult for a literary man to pre- 
serve the perfect manners and exact semblance 
of a gentleman. He must be able to throw aside 
all the qualities which authorship tends to stamp 
80 deeply upon him, and thoroughly to despise ^e 
cant of the profession. Yet this must be done 
without any aflectatloo. Upon the whole, unless 
he has rare tact, he will please as much by going 
into company with all the marks of his employ- 
ment upon his manners, than by awkwardly at- 
tempting to throw ofif his load. One would rather 
see a man with his fingers inked, than to see him 
nervously striving to cover them with a tattered 
kid glove. As to literary ladies, they make up 
their minds to sacrifice all present and personal 
admiration for fiiture and abiding renown: 

It was a fiivourite maxim of Rivarol, " Do yon 
wish to succeed? cite proper names.** Rivaro! 
is dead in exile, having left behind him little pro* 
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perty and less reputation. Judging from all ex* 
perience, if we were to frame an extreme maxim, 
it should be, '' If you wish to succeed, never cite 
a proper name." It will make you agreeable and 
hated. Your conversation will be listened to with 
interest, and your company shunned with horror. 
You will obtain the reputation of a gossip and a 
scandal-bearer, and you will soon be obliged either 
to purchase a razor or apply for a passport If 
you are holding a tete-a-tete with a notorious 
Mrs. Candour, then, indeed, your tongue ^ould 
be as sharp and nimble as the franked lightning. 
You must beat her at her own weapons, and ccm- 
yince her that it would be dangerous to traduce 
your character to others. 

''A man may have virtue, capacity, and good 
ecmduct," says La Bruyere, " and yet be insup- 
portable ; the air and manner which we neglect, 
as lit|le things, are frequently what the world 
judges us by, and makes lliem decide fiur or 
against us." 
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'In your intereonrse with the world, you must 
lake persons as they are, and society as yon find 
it Yoa mnst never oppose the one, nor attempt 
to alter the other. Society is a harlequin stage, 
upon which you never appear in your own dress 
nor without a mask. Keep your real dispositions 
fer your fireside, and your real character for your 
piivate firiend. In public, never difier from any- 
body, nor ftom anything^. The agreeable man is 
one ifhoagreet. 
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ENTRANCE INTO SOCIETY. 

WoMKT, particttlarly women a little on the 
decline) are tbose who make the reputation cf a 
vonng man. When the- Itrstre of their distinction 
begins to ^e^ a slight fbeling of less wonted 
leisorey perhaps a little spite, makes them observe 
attmitively those who snrronnd them. Bager to 
gain new admiversf they encourage the first steps 
c^ a debutant in the career of society, and ezert 
themselves to fit him to do honour to theur 
patronage. 

A young man, ther^nre, in entermg the world, 
cannot be too attentive to conciliate the good- 
will of women. Their approbation and snpport 
will serve him instead of a thousand good qua- 
lities. Thehr judgment dispenses with fortune, 
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talent, and even intelligence. " Les hommes fimt 
les lois : les femmes font les reputations.*^ 

The desire of pleasing is, of course, the basis 
of social ccmnexion. Persons who enter society 
with the intention of producing an effect, and c^ 
being distinguished, however clever they may 
be, are never agreeable. They are always tire- 
some, and often ridiculous. Persons, who enter 
life with Such pretensions, have no opportunity 
for improving themselves and profiting by expe- 
rience. They are not in a proper state to d&Mfve: 
indeed, they look only for the effiwt which they 
produce, and with that they are not often grati- 
fied. Tliey thrust themselves into all cofivem.- 
tions, indulge in omtinual anecdotes, which are 
varied only by dull disquisitions, listen to othen 
with impatience and heedlessness, and are angry 
that they seem to be attending to themselves. 
Such men go through scenes of pleasure, enjoy- 
ing nothing. They are equally disagreeable to 
themselves and others. Young men should, 
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therefore, content themselves with bemg nktural. 
Let them present themselves with a modest 
assur&nce : let them observe^ hear, and examine, 
and before long they will rival their models. 

The conversation of those women who are not 
the most lavishly supplied with personal beauty, 
will be of the most advantage to the youiig 
aspirant Such persons have cultivated their 
manners and conversation more than those who 
can rely up(m their natural endowments. The 
absence of pride and pretension has improved 
their good nature and their affiibility. They are 
not too much occupied in contemplating their 
own charms, to be indisposed to indulge in gentle 
criticism on others. One acquires from them an 
elegance in one's manners as well as one's ex- 
pressions. Their kindness pardons every error, 
and to instruct or reprove, their acts tre so deli- 
cate that the lesson which they give, always 
without oflfending, is sure to be profitable, though 
it may be often unperceived. 
R 129 

Digitized by Google 



ENTRANCE INTO SOCIBTT. 



Women observe all the delicacies of propriety: 
m manners, and all the diades of unpropriety^ 
much better than men; not only because they 
attend to them earlier and longer^ but becausd 
their perceptions are more refined than those of 
the other sex, who are habitually employed about 
greater thiQgs. Women divine, rather thaa 
arrive at, proper conclusiona 

The whims and c^rices of women in sociefy 
should of course be tolerated by men, who them- 
qelves require toleration for greater inconvMii^ 
^Mses. But this must not be carried too ftr« 
Theite are certain limits to empire which, if they, 
tbiemselves forgeU should be^ pointed out to them 
with delicacy and politeness. You should be the 
slave of women, but not of all their fancies. 

Compliment is the language of mteroourae 
fipn) ipen to women. But be carefiil to avoid 
^abomte and common-place forms of gallant 
Gipeech. Do not strive to makq thoee long eulo- 
gies on a woman, which have the regularity and 
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me <&pendency of a proposition in Euclid, and 
might be fittingly concluded by q^ e. d. Do no( 
be always undervaluing her rival in a woman's 
preeence* nor mistaking a woman's daughter for 
her sistec These antiquated and exploded at* 
tempts denote a person who has learned the world 
more from books than men. 

The quality which a young man should most 
idkci in intercourse with gentlemen, is a decent 
modestyr: but Im must avoid all bashfiilness or 
ttmidityk His flights must not go too &r; but, 
so far as they go, let them be marked by perfect 
aasonmce. 

Among persons who are much your seniors 
bduiTe with the most respectful deference. A» 
ihej find Hiemseives eliding but of importance 
they 'may be easily conciliated by a little respect. 

B$r fiur the most important thing to be attended 

to, ia ease of manner; Grace may he added 

ftfterwaida» ar be omitted altogether: it is of 

much leas moment than is commonly believed* 
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I^erfect propriety and entire ease are sufficient 
qualifications for standing in society, and abun- 
dant prerequisites for distinction. 

There is the most delicate shade of difierence 
between civility and intrusiveness, familiarity 
and common-place, pleasantry and sharpness, the 
natural and the rude, gaiety and carelessness; 
hence the inconveniences of society, and the 
errors of its members. To define well in conduct 
these distinctions, is the great art of a man of 
the world. It is easy to know what to do ; the 
difficulty is to know what to avoid. 

Xiong usage — a sort of monl magnetism, a 
Uct acquired by firequent and long associating^ 
with others — alone give those qualities which 
keep one always from error, and entitle him to 
the name of a thorough gentleman. 

A young man upon first entering into society 
should select those persons who are roost cele- 
brated for the propriety and elegance of their 
manners. He should frequent their company 
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and imitiite their conduct. There is a dispositkm 
inherent in all, which has been noticed by Horace 
and by Dr. Johnson, to imitate faults, because 
they are moiie readily observed and more easily 
followed. There are, also^ many foibles of man- 
ner and many refinements of afiectation, which 
sit agrreeably upon one man, which if adopted by 
another would become linpleasant Hiere are 
even some excellences of deportment whicti 
would not suit another whose character is differ- 
ent For successful imitation in anything, good 
sense is indispensable. It is requisite correctly 
to appreciate the natural differences between 
your model and yourself and to introduce- such 
modifications in the copy as may be consistait 
with them. 

Let not any man imagine, that he shall easily 
acquire those qualities which will constitute him 
a gentleman. It is necessary not only to exert 
the highest degree of art, but to attain also that 
higher accomplishment of concealii^ art The 
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fleveoe and eleYkted dignity vfhkk mark that 
•character, are the result of untiring and udnous 
eSSatt, After the sculpture has attained the 
Aaipe of propriety, it renudns to sinodtli off all 
the marks of the chisel " A gentleman," says 
a celelmilBd French author, ^ is <Hie who has 
reflected deeply upon all the eUigatic«is which 
belong to his station, and who has applied him* 
self ardently to §Ml them with gmce." 

P6lke without importunity, gallant without 
being <^en6ive, attentive to the comfort of all; 
employisg a weH-regulated kindness, witty at 
the pidper tacnes, discreet^ indulgent, generous, 
he exercises, in his sphere, a high degree of 
moral authority; he it is, and he alone, that one 
should imitate. 
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DINNER. 

Thb hour of dinner has been pronoanced by 
Dr. Johnson) to be, in civilized life, the most im- 
portant hour of the twenty-fonr. The etiquette 
of the dinner4aUe has a prominence commensu- 
rate with the dignity of the ceremony. Like the 
historian of Peter Bell, we commence at the 
commencement, and thence proceed to the mo- 
ment when you take leave officially, or vanish 
unseen. 

In order to dine, the first requisite is — to be 
invited. The length of time which the invitation 
precedes the dinner is always proportioned to the 
grandeur of the occasion, and varies fh>m tWo 
days to two weeks. To an invitation received 
^ess than two days in advance, you will lose lit- 
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tie b^y replying in the negative, for as it waa 
probably sent as soon as the preparations of the 
host commenced, you may be sure that there will 
be little on the table fit to eat Those abomina* 
tions, y'clept ** plain family dinners,'' eschew like 
the plague. 

You reply to a note of invitation immediately, 
and in the most direct and unequivocal terms, 
[f you accept, you arrive at the house rigorously 
at the hour specified. It is equally inconvenient 
to be too late and to be too early. If you fall 
into the latter 6rror, you find every thing in dis- 
order ; the master of the house is in his dressing- 
room, changing his waistcoat ; the lady is still in 
*he pantry ; the fire not yet lighted in the parlour. 
If by accident or thoughtlessness you arrive too 
soon, you may pretend tnai you called to inquire 
the exact hour at which they dine, having mis- 
laid the note, and then retire to walk for an 
appetite. If you are too late, the evil is still 
greater, and indeed almost without a remedy. 
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Your dday spoils the dinner and destroys the 
appetite and temper of the guests; and you 
yourself are so much embarrassed at the mcon- 
venience you have occasioned, that you commit 
a thousand enrors at table. If you do not reach 
the house until dinner is ^rved, you had better 
retire to a restaurateur's, and thence send an 
apology, and not interrupt the harmony of the 
courses by awkward excuses and cold accept- 
ances. 

Invitations to men are issued in the name of 
the master of the house, even if it is intended 
^hat the mistress of the house shall be at the 
table. 

The &shion of dining inordinately late in this 
country is foolish. It is borrowed from England 
without any regard to the difference in circum- 
stances between the two nations. In London, 
the whole system of daily duties is much later. 
The fact of parliament's sitting during the 
evening and not in the morning, tends to remove 
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the ftctire part of the day to a DBnch more ad- 
ivanced hour. When peisons rise at tea or two 
o'clock, it is not to be expected that tiiey ibould 
dine till eight or twelve in the evenii^. Theie 
is nothing. of this sort in FraiK^e. There l^ey 
dine at three, or earlier. We have bnowa some 
&shional^ dinaere in different cities in this 
country at so late an hour as eight or nme 
o^clock. This is absurd, where die persons have 
all break&sted at eight in the morning,^ From 
ibur o'clock till five varies the proper hour hr a 
dmner party here. 

When the guests have all entered, and been 
presented ta one another, if any delay occurs, the 
conversation should be of the lightest and le«u9t 
exciting kind; mere common-places about tiie 
weather and late arrivals. You i^uld not 
emuse the company by animated relaticms ^ one 
person who has just cut his throat ihun ear to 
ear, or of anotiier who, thd evening befo^ was 
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choked by a tooffh beefsteak, and was toried dia* 
moraing. 

Wbea dinnetr 18 announced, the mviter rises 
and requests all to walk to the dinii\g-rooffi. He 
then leadfi the wayr that they may w>t be at a 
\oBs to know whither they shovM {tfoceed. Each 
g^itleman a&srB his arm to a lady, uid they fol- 
low in solemn order. 

The great distinction now beecniies evident 
between the beat and the guests, which disVtnc- 
tion it is the chief effi>rt of good breeding to 
remove. To perferm ^nltlessly the honours of 
the table, is one of the most difficult things in 
society : it might indeed be asserted without much 
fear of oontriuliction, that no man bas as yet ever 
reached exact propriety in his office as host, haS 
hit the mean between exerting himself too much 
and too little. His great business is to put 
every one entirely at his ease, to gratify all his 
desires, and make hhn, in a word, absolutely 
contented with m6n and things. To accomplish 
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this, he must have the genius of tact to perceive, 
and the genius of finesse to execute ; ease aod 
frankness of manner; a knowledge of the wcnrld 
that nothing can surprise ; a calnmess of temper 
that nothing can disturb, and a kindness of dis- 
position that can never be exhausted. When 
he receives others, he must be content to forget 
liimself ; he must relinquish all desire to shine, 
and even all attempts to please his guests by 
conversation, and rather, do all in his power to 
let them please one another. He behaves to 
them without agitation, without afl^tation; he 
pays attention without aii air of protection ; he 
encourages the timid, draws out the silent, and 
directs conversation without sustaining it him* 
self. He who does not do all this, is wanting 
in his duty as host; he who does, is more than 
mortal. 

In order that a dinner may be conducted with 
perfect propriety, so fiir as respects the duty of 
the entertainer, it is necessary that the attend* 
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ants shoald be nuiQeToas and practiBed. When 
the oflfer of a dish is made by a servant, speakioff 
in a low tone behind your chair, you feel more 
ease and freedom in accepting or declining, than 
when it comes in a loud voice from the head> of 
the table. In the great houses abroad, a servant 
is assigned to every guest; and Mr. Ude actually 
left the kitchen of one English nobleman, because 
he could not Jiave a servant for every dish. 
Where there are enough attendants, and they 
understand their business thoroughly, the enter- 
tainer should entrust to them the entire care of 
his guests; indeed, in IVance, the master of the 
bouse commonly sits at the side of the table, and 
mingles in the scene exactly on the footing of 
the rest of the company. The efiect of this is 
ddlightful ; every one feels himself more at his 
ease, than if he were entertaining company at 
his own house ; and that stifihess and restraint is 
utterly banished, which, in this country, — sprmg- 
ing from the consciousness of a certain external 
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dDty» ^ni an annoying^ iAm of snparvision, and 
a constant senae of the necessity of bting enter- 
tained, — always a^ts the most accustomed 
man of the world, and, in jsvery one» mors tlie 
enjoyment of the occasion. When will Ameri- 
cans he persuaded that a company can entertain 
itself, and learn that most important maxim of 
ho^tality, — to let their guests alone J 

Owing to the small retinue of servants which, 
in any case, an American can aUow himself to 
keep^ and to tile sti^^r obtaseness of the Uacks, 
who alone are here emplcjred in a menial capor 
city, — dkaij by the by, is tiie Greek word for 
stupid^-^it is, of course, quite impossible that 
the naasterof the house can, in any great degree, 
release himself from the necessity of personally 
a t te n di n g to his guesta He must, however, ^?e- 
side witik nomore ostentation than is absolutely 
indispensable to the conduct of the ceremony. 

When all are seated, the gentleottn at the 
head of the table sends atmp to every ene^ from^ 
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tke-pite of plates wbicb stands at his light iiand. 
As every one lakes soup, as a matter of course^ 
he does not ask individuals whether he shall help* 
them or not, but dispenses it without a remark. 
He helps the person at his ri^^ht hand first, at his 
left next, and so through the whole. 

If you were to decline soup, you would place 
both yourself and your entertainer in an awkward 
position. Yoii: cannot b^ helped to anything else, 
heeause the otherdishes have not yet been placed 
upon tiie teblOf and you must sit with nothing 
uj^on your plate» or else, the arrangements which^ 
have been (»dei9d must be interfered with, and, 
the cousses. hurried to ooipply with your &stidi- 
ous taste. You should, therefore, always receive 
the plate, and toy wiA the soup, if you do not 
use it For a similar reason you should not ask 
for soup or fish, twice^ (you may be sure that they 
will not be offered twice) ; it keeps the rest of 
tbo compojQy waitmg. 

After the fish has succeeded to the soup, the 
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meats are placed upon the taJble. In Eiiiq[>e^ a 
Qish, after having been pkced upon the table far 
approval, is removed by the servants, and carved 
at a sideboard, and afterwards c^ered to each in 
soccession. This is « most convenient costom, 
but cannot be practised in this country. Carvings 
becomes, in consequence, an indispensable branch 
of a gentleman*s education. You should no more 
think of going to a dinner, without -a practical 
knowledge of this art, than you should think oi 
going without your coat The master of the 
house selects the various side-dishes in the order 
in which they are to be cut, and invites some 
particular person to perfimn the office. It ia ex- 
cessively awkward to be obliged to decline, yet 
it, is a thing too often occurring. When you 
carve, you should retain your seat 

If dishes are to be 'carved by the servants, 
they ought always to be placed, first, in their 
proper positions upon the table, and after that, 
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removed. A dish standing, all the time, upon % 
side-table, has a tavern look. 

When the master of the house carves a* dish 
he should not ask his guests whether they will 
allow him to help them, but should supply a plate 
in silence and give it to a servant ; the servant 
will ofier it to such guests as are not helped to 
■omething else. 

If a dish should be cm the table, as to the 
parts of which there is apt to prevail a difference 
of taste, it is proper that each guest should have 
the choice laid before him. If there were a piece 
c^ roast-bee^ for example, many epicures would 
be seriously incommoded if part of the tender- 
loin were sent to them, as they would prefer the 
upper-side on account of its superior flavour. If 
your servants are not aware of these distinctions, 
yob should, in giving them a plate, tell them to 
ask the persons to whom they offer it. Whether 
they will have that particular part If you are 
obliged to put the- question yourself, do not ask 
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fitcii one if he prefers this or that part, but sim- 
ply, if he has any preference as to parts ; if he 
replies negatively, do not repeat the question, 
Dorinsist on his having a preference. 

If a plate be sent to you, at dinner, by ike 
master or mistress of the house, you should 
always take it, without offering it to all your 
neighbours as was in older times considered 
necesssry. The spirit c^ antique maoners^ con- 
sisted in exhibiting an attention to ceremony; 
the spirit of modem manners consists in avoid- 
ing all possible appearance of form. The old 
custom of deferrii^ punctiliously to others was- 
awkward and inconvenient For, the person^ in 
fevour of whom the courte^ was shown, shocked 
at the idea of being exceeded . in pditeness, of 
course declined it, and a plate was thus often 
kept vibrating between two bowing mandarins^ 
till its contents were cold, and the victims of 
ceremony were deprived of their dinn^. In a 
case like this, to reverse the decision which the 
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host htm made aa to the relalive stft]idiii([f of kk 
guesti, is but a poor complimeiit to him,, as it 
seems to reprove his choice,, and may^ besides, 
materially interfere with his arran^emenfia by 
rendering unhelped a pefson whom he suppoies 
attended ta 

When yon are helped to anything at a dinner 
table, do not wait, with your plate uatouehed, 
until others have begun to eat. This stifl^iece 
of mannerism is often occurring in the country, 
and indeed among all persons who axe not 
thorougMy bred« As soon as your plate is 
placed before you, you should take up your 
knife and arrange the table furniture- around 
you, if you do not actually eat 

As to the instruments by which the operation 
of dining is conducted, it is a matter of much 
consequence that entire propriety should be ob- 
served as to their use. We have said nothing 
about the use of silver forks^ because we do not 
write for savages ; and where, excepting among 
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■ftvages, shall we' find any who at present eat 
with other than a French forki There are, it 
is troe, occasionally to he found some ancients, 
gentlemen of thet>ld school, as it is termed, who 
persist in preferring steel, and who will insist 
on calling for a steel fork if there is none cm the 
taUe. They consider the modem custom an 
afl^tation, and deem that all afiectaticm should 
be avoided. They tread upon the pride of Plalo, 
with more pride. There is often affectation in 
shunning affectation. It is better in things not 
material to submit to the established habits, 
especially when, as in the present case, the 
balance of convenience is decidedly on the part 
of fiishion. The ordiniary custom among well- 
bred persons, is as follows : — soup is taken with 
a spoon. Some fodish fashionables employ a 
fork ! They might as well make use of a broom- 
stick. The fish which follows is eaten with a 
fork, a knife not being used at all. The fork is 
held in the right hand, and a piece of bread 
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in the left. For any dish in which cuUingf m 
not kidispensable, the same arrangement is cor- 
rect When you have upon yaxa plate, before 
tke dessert, anything partially liquid, or any 
sauces, you must not take them up with a knife, 
but with a piece of bread, which is to be satu 
rated with the juices, and then lifted to the 
mouth. If such an article foims part of the 
dessert, you should eat it with a spoon. In 
carving, steel instruments alone are employed. 
For fowls a peculiar knife is used, having the 
Uade short apd the handle very long. For fish 
a broad and pierced silver blade is used. 

There are an immensity of petty usages at 
the dinner table, such as those mentioned in the 
story of the Abbe Delille and the Abbe Cosson 
in the Introduction to this volume, which it 
would be trifling and tedious to enumerate here, 
and which will be learned by an observing man 
after assisting at two or three dinners; 

Bread is not used at dinner-parties, but rasped 
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iroUs lB0tead; and when the company entens tiie 
room, a roll is found jdaoed within each napkin. 
Water k commonly placed iipc/a the table in 
de<^nters, to accommodate both servants and 
^uestd. A small decanter of ^wsHer c&oaid be 
placed before each ; and not merely at the cor- 
ners, which would defeat the purpose of^ the 
arrangement When the servants have' reared, 
and the &uit is placed up<Hi Hbe table, a pttdier 
with tomblers should be set upon a sitand in the 
centre. Servants, by the way, should always 
ofler bcead, water, &c., at the left-^hanif so that 
the right-hand of the individind may easily 
reach it - 

You flboold never ask a {[entleomn or lady at 
t^ table to help you to any^ing, but always 
apply to the servimts. 

Your ffrst duty at the table is to attend to 

1^ wants of the lady ^o sits next to you ; the 

second, to attend to your own. In performing 

the ^rst, you should take care that the lady has 
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all that she wishes, yet without i^^ariog to 
direct your attention too much to her plate, for 
nothing is more ill-bred than to watch a person 
eating. If the kdy be something of a gmir- 
mande, and in over-zealous pursuit of the aroma 
of the wing of a pigecHD, should raise an un- 
manageable portion to her mouth, you should 
cease all conversation with her, and look stead- 
fastly into the opposite part of the room. 

At dinner, avoid taking upon your plate too 
many things at once. One variety of meat and 
one kind of vegetable is the maximum. When 
you take another sort of meat, or any dish not 
properly a vegetable, you always change your 
plate. 

Some persons, in helping their guests, or re- 
commending dishes to their taste, pre&ce every 
such action with an eulogy on its merits, and 
draw every bottle of wine with an account of its 
virtues. Others, running into the contrary ex- 
treme, regret or fear that each dish is not exactly 
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%a it should be; that the ceok, etc, etc. Both 
ot' these habits are grievous errors. You should 
leave it to your guests alone to approve, or sufi^ 
one of your intimate friends who b p^:esent, to 
vaunt y6ur wine. When you draw a bottle^ 
merely state its age and brand, and of what 
particular vintage it is. 

Do not insist upon your guests partaking of 
particular dishes, never ask persons m^e than 
once, and never put anything by force upon 
their plates. It is extremely ill-bred, though 
extremely common, to press one to eat of any- 
thing. You should do all that you can to make 
your guests feel themselves at home, which they 
never can do while you are so constantly forcing 
upon their minds the recollection of the dif^r- 
ence between yourself and them. You Eiiould 
nevOT send away your own plate until all your 
guests have finished. 

Before the cloth is removed, you do not drink 
wine unless with another. If you are asked to 
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tftke wine, it is uncivil to refbse. When >oli 
drink with another, you catch the person's eye 
and how with politeness. It is not necessary to 
say anythmgf, hut smfle with an air of great 
Jrindness. 

Some one who sits near the lady of the house, 
should, immediately upon the removal of the 
soup, request the honour ot drinking wine with 
her, which movement is the signal for all the 
others. If this is not done, the master of the 
house should select some lady. He never asks 
gentlemen, but they ask him ; this is a refined 
custom, attended to in the best company. 

If you have drunk with every one at the taUe, 
and wish more wine, yoii must wait till the cloth 
is removed. The decanter is then sent round 
fhxn the head of the table, each person fills his 
glass, and all the company drinks the health of 
all the company. It is enough if you bow to the 
master and mistress of the house, and to youi 
opposite neig^ibcur.' After this the ladies retire. 
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Borne mne rises to open the door for them, and 
•they go into the parlour, the gentlemen remain- 
ing to drink more wiae. 

After the ladies have retired, the service of 
the decanters is done. The host draws the 
hottks whidi have been standing in a wine 
cooler idnce the commencement of the dinner. 
The bottle goes down the left mde and up the 
right, and the same bottle never passes twioe. 
If you do not drink, always pass the bottle to 
your neighbour. 

At dini^r, never call for ale or porter; it is 
coarse, and injures to taste for wine. 

It was formerly the custom to drink porter 
with cheese. One of the few real improvements 
introduced by the ''JNiipcdeon of the realms of 
fiishion," was to bamsh this tavern liquor and 
substitute port. The dictum of Brummel was 
thus enunciated : ** A gentleman never maUs, be 
ports:* 

A gentleman should always eaq[>re8s >his pre- 
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lerence for some one sort of wine over others ; 
because, as there is ahvays a natural pfeference 
for one kind, if yon say that you are indifferent, 
you show that you are not accustomed to drink 
winesL Your fHreference should not of course 
he fuided by your Bead dispositiim ; if you are 
afflicted by nature with a partiality fior port, you 
should never think of indulging it except in 
your closet, with your • ohambor-cbor locked. 
The only index of choics is ftshion; — either 
permanent fashion (if ^e ftotse B»y be used), 
or some tenqNvary &shion created by the custom 
of any indtvidutil who Imfspeaa to nile far a 
•eason in eooiefey. Port was •drunk hy our an- 
iMstors, hsi George the Fourth, upon his acceo- 
flion to the ^re^gency, announced Jiis royal prefer- 
enoe for sheny. It has since been fitahiooaUe 
to like sherry. This is what we call a pemM' 
nefU^tfhion. 

Champagne wme is drunk after the removal 
of the ^f^ cloth; that is to say, between the 
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meats and the dessert One servant goes iDimd 
and places before each guest a proper-diaped 
glass ; another follows and -fills them, and th6y 
are unmediately drank. Sometimes this is done 
twice in succession. The bottle does not again 
make its appearance, and it would excite a stare 
to ask at a later period f(Hr a glass <^ champagne 
wine 

If you should happen to be blessed with those 
lovely nuisances, children, and should be enter- 
taining company, never allow them to be broaght 
in after dinner, unless they are particularly asked 
for, and even then it is bettw to say they are at 
school. Some persons, with the intention of 
naying their court to the fiither, express great 
desire to see the sons; but they should have 
scone mercy upon the rest of the party, partieu- 
larly as they know that they themselves would 
be the most disturbed of all, if their urgent 
entreaty was granted. 

Never at any time, whether at a formal or s 
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fionilisir dinner party, commit the impropriety oi 
taUdngf to a servant : nor ever address any remark 
about one of them to one of the party. Nothing 
can be more ill-bred. You merely ask for what 
you want in a grave and civil tone, and wait 
with patience till your order is obeyed. 

It is a piece of refined coarseness to employ 
the fingers instead of the fork to efllect certain 
operations at the dinner table, and cnf some ether 
similar occasions. To know how and when to 
follow the fashion of Eden, and when that 6t 
more civilized life, is one <^ the many points 
which distinguish a gentleman firom one not a 
gentleman; or rather, in this case, which shows 
the difiference between a man of the world, and 
one who has not " the tune of the time."* Car- 
dinal Richelieu detected an adventurer who 
passed himself oflT for a nobleman, by his help- 
ing hunself to olives with a fork. He might 

• Shakfpeara. 
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kax9 anpiMd tfat test to a^ vtat oMiijr other 
ttingtr Y^ (m the other hand, a getftknum 
wouM lose hi» reputation, if he were totako up 
%. piece of Mgnr with his fingers and not with 
tiw sngsr-tongs. 

' It is of eoarse needless to say that ybor own 
knife ahonki never he hnrngfat sear to the batter, 
er sak, or to* & dirii of any kind. F, h&wever, a 
genUenum Should send his plate Ibr anything 
near yon, and a knife cannot be obtained imme- 
diatriy, yon may skilfelly avoid aU't^ensuxe by 
orinfT ^ knife to proenre it 

When yon send yonr pkle fer anjrthuig!, yon 
levw^ yoor kmfe and fork upon it, crossed. 
Wh^i yon have done, yon lay both in parallel 
lines on one side. A veader \dio occupies him- 
self idxHit greater matters^ nay smile at this 
precept It may, indeed, be very abanrd, yet 
snen is the tyranny of custom, that if you were 
to cross y<Mir knife and ferk when you have 
finished, the most reasenabte and strong-minded 
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man at the tmhbd conld not hdp setting yon 
down, in his own mind, as a low-bred persos 
Magis sequ&r quam proba. 

If a lemon-pudding, or a ooeoai-nut puddings if 
among the articles of the dessert, the person who 
distributes it, diould be eare&d not to be seduced, 
by its formal resemblance to a ^te, into the error 
of cutting it with a kntfe» It once oeeurred to 
me to be present in a small company <^ gentle* 
men, where the claims of a certain woman to be 
thoroughly bred became the subject of a aome* 
what protracted controversy. The decision was 
fiir some time doubtful, but was finally decided, 
by acclamation, in favour of her pretensions, in 
consequence of some one having observed that 
she had cut a lem(»)ppudding, at dinner, with a 
spoon. 

After the table-cloths h«ve all been removed^ 
finger-glasses, filled with eold water, and having 
fresh, lemon-leaves, or something of the sort, in 
them, are placed upon the taUe. You dip your 
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fingers in them, moisten your lips, and dry them 
apon your napkin. 

The fruit, &c. then follows, and white doUiet 
are distributed to each person. If there is fresh 
fruit on the table, as apples, peaches, pears, &c., 
silver-bladed knives must be placed by each plate ; 
a steel blade becomes discoloured by the juices 
in a very offensive manner. Nevertheless, for 
<^utting xnunges, iiteel must be used. 

If the conversation should turn upon the merits 
of different dishes, which it probably will if the 
party is composed entirely of men, be careful that 
yon ^o not praise any dish which is not on the 
table. 

If there is a clergyman a;t the table, the guests^ 
if they are well-bred men, wiH be extremely 
cautious that they do not utter any remark, or 
exnress any opinion which will be offensive to 
him. If any, from native rudeness, or the pre- 
sent effects of wine, should so far forget them- 
selves as to commit this impropriety, the master 
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of the hou06 should immediately divert the con- 
▼ersation into some other chamiel. Should any 
one persist in discussing irreligious suhjects, the 
entertainer is to deem the clergyman as under 
his protection, and ought promptly and decisively, 
hat with the utmost courtesy, to say to the 
speaker, that he makes it a rule never to allow 
such topics to be introduced at his table. The 
late veiy distinguished Mr. (louvemeur Morris, 
who was understood to be skeptical in his opinions, 
was once entertaining dinner company, among 
whom was a clergyman. One of the guests, 
with more zeal than consideration, broke out into 
a tirade against priestcraft, thinking that he 
should thereby gratify his host, — particularly as 
that pcMnt was no unfrequent subject of Mr. Mor- 
lis's own conversation. Mr. Morris very calmly 
leaned over the table, and informed the astonished 
orator that he never permitted such sentiments to 
be uttered in his house, and that he must there- 
fore beg that the argument Would be relinquished. 
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On the strength of this reproof, it was the next 
day reported, Df course without any foundation 
in truth, that Mr. Morris had hecome a methodist, 
and his supposed 'conversion' was the subject of 
much surprise. The promulgators of this opi- 
nion remembered that Mr. Morris was once a 
skeptic, biit they forgot that he was always a gen- 
tleman. 

If irreligious conversation should be persisted 
in, the clergyman, if he is a well-bred man, or a 
man of common sense, will not undertake, him^ 
sel^ to reprove the speakers, but, if he thinks 
that to listen to such remarks would compromit 
his character, he should rise and leave the room, 
yet with an appearances of entire good humour. 
He will only take care how he again trusts him- 
self in such company. 

If you are relating, in the presence of a cler- 
g3rman, an anecdote to which you cannot do jus- 
tice without mtroducing an oath, you should not 
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fail, upon fi&ishjpg it, to turn round and beg ma 
paidoD. 

As there are many very well-bred mra, who, 
from habit acquired early, perhaps while they 
mere at cdlege, find it necessary to their comfort 
to smoke a cigar after dinner, a ]^ate having a 
few cigars, and some bits of twisted paper on it, 
should be placed upon the table together with a 
eandle. If mily one person chooses to smoke, the 
master <^ the house should by all means accom- 
pany him, if he can do so without any great in- 
convenience. If several take cigars, ^is is not 
so necessary. 

At an ordinary fi>ur o'clock dmner in winter, it 
m better that the company, on entering the room, 
should find the shutters closed and candles on the 
table. 

If you are dining in company with high-bred 

people, and there is any article of food on tne 

table, which you know to be very expensive, you 

should not treat it as such, but afiTect to presume 
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tbat such h thing is qcdte coouj^ at f&ot table, 
and help yourself and others with entire freedom. 
You majf pr^fbr to decline it altogether if you 
ekoose, but if jaa use it, indicate by your air that 
yon think it a common dish. Avoid, also, that 
most vulgar habit which prevails among hal^bred 
country peoj^e, of abstoining ilrom taking the last 
piece on a dish* It amoonts almost to an insult 
toward your host, to do any thing which shows 
that you fear that the vacancy cannot be supfdied 
and that there. is likely to be a scarcity. Rather 
go cut of your way, and make a point of taking 
Abe last piece, than do any thing which indicates 
that you hold such an opinion. 

A dinner — ^we allude to Unner-parties-^n 
this country, is generally despatched with too 
much hurry. We do not mean, that persons 
commonly eat too &st, but that the courses suc- 
ceed one another too precipiti^tely. Dinner is 
the last operation of the day, and there is no sub- 
sequent business which demands haste. It is 
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usually intended, especially when ther^ are no 
ladies» to sit at the taUe till nine, ten, or eleven 
o'clock, and it is more agreeable that the eating 
ahoald be prolonged through a omsiderable por- 
tion <^ the entire time. The convenienoes <^ di- 
gestion also require more deliberation, and it 
would therefore not be unpleasant W an interval 
0£ a quarter of an hour or half an hour were 
allowed to intervene between the meats and the 
dessert 

The chief matter of consideration at the din- 
ner taUe, as indeed everywhere else in the lifb 
c^ a gentleman, is to be p^ectl^^omposed and 
at his ease» He speaks deliberately, he performs 
the most impcnrtant act of the day as if he were 
performing &e most ordinary. Yet there is no 
appearance of trifling or want olp gravity in his 
manner; he maintains the dignity wfaidi is be- 
coming on so vital an occasicm. He performs 
all the ceremcmies, yet in the style <^ one who 
performs no eeremany at all. He goes through 
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ftU the complicated duties of the scene, as if he 
Fere ** to the maimer born.*' 

Some persons, who cannot draw the nice dis- 
tinction between too much and too little, desiri^ 
to be particularly respectable, make a point of 
appearing unconcerned and quite indifferent to 
enjoyment at dinner. Such conduct not only 
exhibits a want of sense and a prpfime levi^, 
but is in the highest degree rude to your obliging 
host He has taken a great deal of trouble to 
give you pleasure, and it is your business to be, 
or at least -to appear, pleased. It k one thing, 
indeed, to staiV and wonder, and to ask fiir all the 
delicacies on the table in the style of a person 
who has lived all his life behind a counter, but it 
is quite another to throw into your manner the 
spirit and gratified an: of a man who is mdeed not 
unused to such matters, but who yet esteems them 
at their fiill value. 

When the Duke of Wellington was at Paris, 
as commander of the aUied armies, he was invited 
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to dine with Cftpabaceres, one of the most dis^ 
tinguished statesmen and gourmands of the time 
of Napoleon. In the course of the dinner, his 
host having helped him to some particularly re- 
cftercAtf 3ish, expressed a hope that he feund it 
agreeable. " Very good," said the hero of Wa- 
terloo, who was probably speculating upon what 
he Would have done if Blucher had not come up : 
** Very good ; but I really do not care what I 
eat" "Good Grod!" exclaimed Cambaceres, — 
as he started back and dropped his fork, quite 
*' frighted from his propriety," — ^** Don't care what 
you eat ! What did you come here for, then ?" 

At a "ladies' dinner," that is, a dinner at 
which any women are present, the men, aiier 
drinking as much wine as they please, join the 
women in the drawing-room, when they take cof- 
fee. The master of the house rises first fh)m the 
table, but goes last out of the room. If the com- 
pany is composed entirely of men, coffee is 
brought into the dining-room by a servant, but 
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not uQtll a gopd deal of wine has been dnmk: it 
is brought without an order being given by the 
master of the house. After the cofiee is des- 
patched, all the guests take leave. This custom 
Biay perhaps be of oriental origin, for hi Asia the 
signal for a company to retire or an audience to 
cease, is the offering of coffee. Part of the ad- 
vantage of the. custom, however, among occi- 
dentals, is that it corrects the effects of the wine, 
and puts the company into a pn^r condition for 
finding their way home. For this end, c<^ee 
handed at such time should be extremely strong. 
If you intend afterwards to join the ladies in the 
parlour, be very carefol not to take too much 
wine, lest yeu behave a&Jemmy Boswell did at 
the Duchess of Gordon's, viz., volunteer in sing- 
ing a song oi your own compoation twenty-four 
times in instant succession. 

We conclude this chapter by one word of im- 
portant counsel to the host: — ^Never make an 
apology. 
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IiiTiTi.TniRS to a danee are issued fVom seven 
to ten days in advance of the evening on which 
it is to take place. A notice of some length is 
aeoeflsary in order to allow the men time to clear 
avmy engagements, and^ the women opportunity 
to prepare the artillery <^ their toilet, and have 
something to talk about; a longer period would 
be in bad taste. 

No one now sends a note of interrogation to a 
dance; cards are universally employed. The 
form of Ml invitation to a tea-party difl^ from 
that to a dance, in respect that the one specifies 
that yon are invited to tea, the other does not, but 
merely requests the honour of your company on 
9uch an evening, and perhaps names the hour, 
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eight or nin^ oVlock: yoa are thus enabled to 
aacertain from the form of the request, whether 
there will be^ dancing or not, and to make your 
preparations accordinglr* This distinction in the 
wording of the cards is of great convenience, and 
ought tp be strictly observed; some ladles how- 
ever choose to violate it, for what reason I know 
not . 

The Advantage of limiting the issue of cards 
to a week in advance of the aj^inted evening 
is that you are thus enabled to avoid the intro- 
duction of a numeral date, the i^pearance of 
which in any of the communications of society 
gives a mercantile air to it, which is mighty o£^ 
fensive. To be sure, you may avoid this, when 
the period is longer, by designating the intended 
evening, as such an evening of next week ; but 
the form is unusual. I have seen cards by which 
persons were invited to a dance and the day fixed 
by theiippallmg phrase " Monday the 10th inst" ! 
one felt tempted to take up a foolscap sheet and 
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r^ply, " Madam, yours of the Ist indt duly came 
to hand, &c.*' 

Cards are, of course, issued in the name of the 
mistress of the house, and to her the answers are 
returned. 

Of a &mily containing sons and daughters, one 
card is to be sent to the master and mistress, one 
to the daughters, and a third to the sons. If any 
<piest is staying with the family invited, a distinct 
»rd must be sent These are all enclosed in an 
envelope, unsealed, and directed, on the outside, 
to the mistress of the house. Answers ^boM 
be sent in the course of the next day or the day 
fi)llowing. If you axe going to decline an invi- 
tation, to send a reply immediately would indi- 
cia pretty decidedly^ that you wanted to have 
nothing to do with the matter, and might give 



If a family thus invited by several cards is on 
terms of very fiuniliar intercourse with their in- 
viter, one note of reply may be sufficient for the 
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whole ; if on tenxB of oeremonioufl mt^rcourae^ 
or if the inviter is known to be attentive to cere<* 
mony, there should he %a many distinct notes <^ 
reply as there are distinct cards of invitation. In 
ordinary cases the safest way is to send one ai^ 
swer for the women and one for the iji^n. They 
must all be enclosed in "<aie fold." 

A person intending^ to give a dance will often 
give a verbal invitati(m, or desire one of her 
friends to do so» to a young man, whom she does 
not know, and the ladies oi whose family she 
does not visit Such an invitation must on no 
account be declined ; if a wcxnan goes out of her 
way to be civil to you, the very least you can do 
is to accept the civilitj. The p^nxm, 90 invitedi 
should leave a card at the house of the lady, b»? 
fore the dance takes place. 

According to the hours now in fiishion, heire, 
ten o'clock is quite early enough to render your- 
self at a dance. Ygu will even then find many 
coming after you. As a young man, howeveiv 
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on hk fint entianee into society, should resolve 
to tbrow himself into the most trying circum- 
stances at cace, he had better make a point of 
going to dances early, that is, between hal^^Mst 
eight mnd nine o'doclc, when there will be but 
few persons in the rooms. He should enter alone, 
and present himself to the mistress of the house 
with ease and cahnness ; not carrying a hat in 
his hand for the first winter, as he would feel em- 
barrassed subsequently if he were to leave it ac- 
cidentally bdiind him. Indeed, no man should 
flufibr himself to carry a hat, until he feels tho- 
roughly at ease without it 

If the house is sufficiently large, the company 
abonld be receiyed in one room and dance in 
others, the former hating the carpet down. I^ 
when you enter the reception room, you find tbat 
there is none of the company present with whom 
you are acquainted, you would look much like a 
zany if you walk about in silence, staring at the 
pictures; therefbre, request the mistress of the 
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bouse to preeent you to any lady present ^om 
she pleases, and you should make' a point c^ danc* 
ing with that hdy before the close of the 
evening. 

Draw on yom* gloves — ^white or yellow-^in the 
dressing-room, and da not be fi>r one moment with 
them oS^ in the dancing rooms. At supper take 
them off; nothing is more preposterous than to 
eat in gloves. 

No man who values his own respectability or 
the feelings of others, will ever enter a ball-room 
without having pumps on. Tliose persons who 
dance in boots, — and many fools of fofihicm do it 
— degrade themselves and insult society by vio- 
lating a. custom which has been so reasonably 
established and so generally observed^ These 
cavaliers should knotir that notorie^ is not tlie 
attribute a£ a gentlemam Women owe it to tfaeir 
own dignity to correct this abuse; it would 
speedily cease if they were ta make it a rule to 
decline every invitation to dance with a person 
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wearing boots; «nd allow the rate and the reciflon 
to be known. 

The daughters of the wconan by whom the 
dance is given, should not, themselves, dance at 
all, unless there is some stranger of distinction 
present, or some one to whom it is desirable that 
a peculiar compliment shall be paid. In such a 
case, they may send word to the persons thus 
selected. If one of them does dance with an 
ordmary guest, no one has a right to be offend- 
ed if die should isubseijuently decline to dance 
with him. For any of the members, either sons 
or daughtQTS, of the family at whose house the 
-ball is given, to dance frequently or constantly, 
denotes decided iU-breeding : the women should 
not occupy those {daces in a quadrille which 
others certainly wish to fill, and they should, 
moreover, be at leisure to attend to the rest of 
the company ; and Uie men should be entertaining 
the married women and those who do not dieince. 
The latter, whea they dance, should select those 
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wonoen who aiQ soanewhat ptiseM tnd not in 
much request, and dKmld iffocure partaen fiv 
tiieio, i»es8ing mto s^rvioe tfaoae interesting 
young g^atlemen diat hsoag aronnd the room like 

The mend)en3 of the fiunilj, however, in th«ir 
attentions to the company should be very quiet 
and deliberate. It is a sure mark that they are 
unaccustomed to receiviiig company^ when th^ 
are observed flying about, talking in a loud voice, 
and hoping that every body ^nds evory thing 
«gree9.Me, 

At the ball whkh is next given, ymi should 
make a pomt of dancing with (he young ladies 
at whose house the previous one was given. 

No man aboiald attempt to dance without being 
well acquainted with the %ures; forhisblunden 
place the wtH&an who does him the honoupr to 
dance with him, in an embarrassing situation^ and 
he will make quite a different figure fVom what 
he intends But they are learned without any 
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difficulty, being very simple and generally tinvap 
rying. As to the steps, that is quite another a£> 
Mr, Unless a man has a very graceful figure 
and can use it with great elegance, it is better 
for him to loalk through the quadrilles, or invent 
some gliding movement for the'occasion. To see 
an ftwkw^ or a grave man going with pious 
scrapuksity through the *'one, two, three, and 
feur" of a balancez, and shaking a vast firame in 
a manner to fill the bystanders with reasonable 
dread lest it should fidl to pieces, is ludicrous 
enou^. The person should not, in dancing, be 
moved firom side to side; the motion ought to 
be made fitom the hips downward. Perhaps, 
however, this is being a little hyp-ercriticaL 

When a woman is standing in a quadrille, 
though not engaged in dancing, a man hot ac- 
quainted with her partner, should not converse 
with her. As this prevents the other from talk- 
ing to her himself, it is^ extremely indelicate, and 
obliges the other to feel unpleasantly ; and such 
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an one would not be censurable, if be w^re to 
interrupt the conversation, if it were long con- 
tinued, and to turn his back upon the intruder. 
Where this third pers(Hi is known to both parties, 
to join for a short time in colloquy with both is 
obvious to no objection. 

A young man, when he goes to balls, should 
make a point of dancing frequently: if he does 
not, he will not be very welcome. You may be 
sure that you were not invited there, merely to 
lean against the wall, and " wait for supper.** 
When you have retired from a quadrille, you 
should remain with the woman you have danced 
with, until she is provided with another partus. 
She will probably desire you not to remain, but 
to dance with another ; but, of course, you pre- 
fer to converse with her. 

If you ask a woman to dance with you, and 
she is engaged, do not prefer a request for her 
hand at the next set after that, because she may 
be engaged for that also, and for many more ; and 
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you would have to run througlr a long list of in- 
terrogatories, which would be absurd and awk- 
ward. If she declines for the next set, simply 
beg her to name the earliest dance for which she 
is not engaged, and render yourself very punc- 
tually to fulfil your engagement 

When that long and anxiously desiderated 
hour, the hour of supper, has arrived, you select 
some lady and request leave to hand her up, or 
down, to the supper-table. You remain with her 
while she is at the table, seeing that she has all 
that Ae dedres, and then conduct her back to 
the daneing^iooms. There are usually two or 
three dancea after supper. When you have re- 
posited her safely, you return. 

There is one point to which the master of the 
house should be particular in attending, and that 
is, the providing of card-tables in the room as- 
signed to the men. When this provision is neg- 
lected, as it often is, we presume that the omis- 
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non arises, not from principle, but from forfi^etful- 
ness : for he must be a desperate gnatrstrainer 
who gives, ancl goes to dances, and yet objects to 
cards. The strictest Pharisee in the land, indeed, 
could find no argument against a game of whist 
in this public way, since, in such a place, money 
is, of course, never staked. There are many 
gentlemen who will not dance and who cannot 
talk, and a ball is to them a most lugubrious affiur, 
if there are no cards. The time has gcme by in 
which women i^ay in public ; but whist is not, 
and never will be, out of fiishion among men; it 
is enough therefore that cards are placed in their 
roonu If cards are not provided, th^e need be 
no surprise that half the men do not arrive until 
guppw-time: their "occupationV does not com- 
mence before. If cards are not found in the 
loom, it wocdd be hi^^y improper fiur any gen- 
tleman to introduce them: the company must 
therefore endure as well as they can. This 
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attention is the grand card-inal duty of the master 
of the house. 

If you acocmipany your wife to a dance»,be care> 
fill not to dance with her. 

Such are some of the canons of the hall 
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Wbms any member of a family is dead, it is 
customaiy to send intelligence of the misfortune 
to all who have been connected with the deceased 
in relations of business or friendship. The let^ 
ters M^ch are sent contain a special invitation 
to assist at the funeral. 

An invitation o[ this sort should never be 
refused, though, of course, you do not send a 
reply, for no other reason that I know of, except- 
ing the impossibility of framing any formula of 
acceptance. 

You render yourself at the house ezacUy one 
hour nfler the time specified. If you were to sit 
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long in the mournful circlei you might be ren 
dered unfit for doing anything for a week. 

Vour dress is black, and during the time of 
waiting you compose your visage into a " trist- 
ful 'haviour," and lean in silent soienmity upon 
the top of your cane, thinking about — last 
night's party. This is a necessary hypocrisy, 
and assists marvellously the sadness of the cere- 
mony. You walk in a procession with the 
others, your carriage following in the street. 
The first places, aie yielded to the relations of 
the deceased. 

The cofiins of persons of distinction are parried 
in the hands of bearers, who walk with their 
hatsoC 

You walk with another, in seemly order, and 
converse in a low tone ; first upon the property 
of the defunct, and next upon the politics of the 
day. You walk with the others into the church, 
where service is said over the body. It is op- 
tional to go to the grave or not. When you go 
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away» you enter your carriage and return to your 
business or your plojasures. 

A funeral in the oKNcning, a ball in the even- 
ing, — " 8Q runs the world away." 
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SsRVAjrre «re a necessary evil. He who shall 
contrive to obviate their necesnty, or remove 
their inconveniences, will render to human com- 
fort a greater benefit than has yet been conferred 
by all the usefiil-knowledge societies of the age. 
They are domestic spies, who continnally em- 
barrass the intercoorse of the members of a 
family, at possms themselves c^ private infinrm- 
ation that renders their presence hateful, and 
their absence dangerous. It is a rare thing to 
see persms who are not ccmtroUed by their ser- 
vants. Theirs, too, is, not the only kitchen cabi- 
net which begins by serving and ends by ruling. 
If we judge from the f^'equency and inccmve- 
oience of an opposite course, we should say that 
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the most important precept to be oba^ved is, 
never to be afraid of your servants. We have 
known many ladies who, without any reason in 
the world, lived in a state of perfect subjugation 
to their servants, who were afraid to give a direc- 
tion, and who submitted to disobedience and in- 
sult, where no danger could be ajprehended fiom 
discharging them. 

If a servant offends you by any trifling or occa- 
sional omission of duty, reprove the fault with 
mild severity ;' if the error be repeated often, or 
be. of a gross description, never hesitate, but 
dkchaige the servant instantly, without any 
altercation of language. You cannot easily find 
another who will serve you worse. 

As for those precauticms which are ordinarily 
taken, to secure the procurance of good servants, 
they are, without exception, utterly useless. The 
author of the Rambler has remarked, that a writ- 
ten character of a servant is worth about as much 
as a discharge from the Old Bailey. I never, but 
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once, took any trouUe to inquire what reputation 
a servant had held in former situations. On that 
occasion, I heard that I had engaged Uie very 
Shaki^[>eare of menials, — Aristides was not more 
honest, — Zeno more truth-telling, — nor Abdiel 
more faithfUl. This fellow, after insulting me 
daily for a week, disappeared with my watch and 
three pair of boots. 

Those offices which prdess to reconmiend good 
domestics, are ** boshy — nothing." In nine cases 
out of ten, the keepers arc in league wiUi the 
servants ; and in the tenth, ignorance, dishonesty, 
or carelessness will prevent any benefit resulting 
from their "intelligence." All that ygu can do 
is, to take the most decent creature who applies, 
trust in Providence, and lock every thing up. 

Never speak harshly, or superciliously, or 
hastily to a servant There are many little 
actions which distinguish, to the eye of the most 
careless observer, a gentleman from one not a 
gentleman ; but there is none more striking than 
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the maimer of addieaung a dorvant Inue your 
oommands with gravity and gentleness, and in a 
reserred manner. Let your voice be compoeed, 
but avoid a tone of fiimiliarity or' sympathy with 
them. It is better in addresemg them to use a 
higher key of voice, and not to snWsr it to fiill at 
the end of a sentence. The best-bred man whoin 
we ever had the pleasure of meeting, always 
employed, id addressing servants, such form? 
of speech as these — "Fll thank you for so and 
so," — t" Such a thmg, if you pleas^" — with a 
gentle txme, but very elevated key. '[Hie per- 
fection of manner, in this particular, is, to indi- 
cate by your language, tiiat the performance is a 
fiivour, and by your tone that it is a matter of 
course. 

While, however, you practise the utmost mild- 
ness and forbearance in your language, avcnd the 
dangerous and common error (^ exercising too 
great htmmnity in action. No servant, fiom the 
time of the first Gibeonite downwards, has ever 
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had too much labour imposed upou him ; while 
thousands have been ruined hy the mistaken 
kindness of their masters. 

Servants should always be allowed, and indeed 
directed, to go to church on Sunday i^ternoon. 
Fija this purpose, dinner is served earlier on that 
day than usuaL If it can be acc<Hnpiished, the 
servants diould be induced to. attend the «une 
churdi as Uie fiunily with whom they live; be- 
cause there may be reason to. fear that if they 
profess to go elsewhere, they may not go to 
church at all ; and the habit of wandering about 
the streets with idlers, will speedily ruin the 
best servant that ever stood bdiind a chair. 

Servants shoidd be directed to announce visit- 
ors. This is always dooe abroad, and is a amve- 
nient custom. 

Never allow a female servant to enter a poX'- 
lour. If all the male domestics are gone out, it is 
better that there should be no attendance at all. 

Some ladies are in the habit of amusing ^their 
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friends with acGonnts of the difficulty c^ gr^tdiii; 
good servants, etc. This denotes decided ill- 
breeding. Such subjects should never be made 
topics of (^nversation. 

If a servant offends you by any grossness €i 
conduct, never rebuke tlie offence upon the spot, 
nor indeed notice it at all at the time; for you 
cannot do it without anger, and without giving 
rise to a scene. Prince Puckler Muskau was, 
very prop^ly, iximed out of the Travellers' 
Club, for throwing a fork at one of the waiteia 

In the house of another, or when there is any 
company present in your own, never conveirse 
with the servax^. This most vulgar, but not 
uncommon, habit, is judiciously censured in that 
best of novels, — the Zeluco of Dr. Moore. 
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It is an extremely difficult afi&ir to travel in 
a coach, with perfect propriety. Ten to one tine 
perscm next to you is an English nohleman 
incognito ; and a hundred to one, the- man oppo- 
site to you is a hrute or a knave. To behave so 
that you may not be uncivil to the one, nor a 
dupe to the other, is an art of some niceness. 

As the seats are assigned to passengers in the 
order in which, they are booked, you should send 
to have your place taken a day or two before the 
journey, so that you may he certain of a back- 
seat It is also advisable to arrive at the place 
of departure early, so that you may assume your 
I^ace without dispute. 

If women apply at the door, when you are 
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occupying the best place in the coach» you must 
give place to them. The sooner you move the 
better it will be for yourself since the rest will in 
the end have to concede, and you will give your- 
self a reputation among the party, and secure a 
better saat, by rising at once. 

In preparing for a journey, you riiouM put on 
the shabbiest clothes you have, provided they are 
consistent with decency : none but very vulgar 
persons wear their best coat in a stagerooach. 
You should have a coloured cravat, a dark waist- 
coat, and a cap. 

The principle that guides you in society is 
politeness; that which guides you in a coach is 
good humour. You lay aside all attention to 
form, and all strife after ef^ and take instead, 
kindness of disposition and a willingness to please; 
You pay a constant regard to the comfort of your 
fellow-priscHiers. You take care not to lean upon 
the shoulder of your neighbour when you sleep. 
You are attentive not to make the stage wait for 
192 

Digitized by Google 



fAAVKLUNO. 



you fUt the stopping-pUees. When the ladies 
get out, you offer them your ami, and you do tne 
flame when the cbadiman is driving rapidly over 
a too^ place. You should make all the accom- 
modatioDs to others, which you can do consist- 
ently with your own convenience ; fi»r, after all, 
the individuals are each like littie nations ; and 
as, in the one case, the first duty is to your coun- 
try, so in the other, the first duty is to yourself. 
Some suriy creatures, upon entering a coach, 
wrap about their persons a great coat of clotii; 
and about their minds a mantle of silence, which 
are not thrown off during the whole journey. 
This is doing more harm to themselves than to 
others. You should make a point of conversing 
with an appearance of entire freedom, though 
with real reserve, with all tiiose who are so dis* 
posed. One purpose and (deasure of travelling 
IS to gain information, and to observe the various 
characters of persons. You will be asked by 
others about the road you passed over, and it 
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will be awkward if you can give no account 
of it Converse, therefore, with all Relate 
amusing stories, chiefly oi other countries, and 
even of other times, so as not to offend any one. 
If engaged in discussion — and a coach is almost 
the only place where discussion should not be 
avoided — state facts and arguments rather than 
opinions. Never answer impudent questions -r- 
and never ask them. 

At the meals which occur during a journey, 
you see a beautiful exemplification of the dictum 
of Hobbes, ''that war is the natural state of 
man." ^ The entife scene is one of unintemutted 
war of every person with every other person, 
with the viands, and with good manners. You 
open your mouth only to admit edibles and to 
bellow to the waiters. Your sole olject is your- 
self. You drink wine without asking your neigh* 
hour to join you ; and if he should be so silly as 
to ask you to hand him some specified dish, you 
blandly comply ; but in the passage to him, you 
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ransfer the whole of its contents to your own 
f^ate. There is no halving in these matters. 
Rapacity, roaring, and rapidity are the three 
requi^tes for dining during a journey. When 
you have resumed your seat in the coach, you 
are as hland as a morning in spring. 

Never assume ' any unreal importance in a 
stage-coach, founded on tiie ignc^'ance of your 
fellows, and their inability to detect it It is 
excessively absurd, and can only gratify a mo- 
mentary and foolish vanity; for, whenever you 
might make use of your importance, you would 
probably be at once discovered. There is an 
admirable paper upon this point in one of John- 
8on*s Adventurers. 

The fiiendship which hnfi subsisted between 
travellers terminates with the journey. When 
yon get out, a word, a bow, and the most un 
pleasant act of life ia finished and forgotten. 
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Those fiffooa of speech which are called Ame- 
licaDisms^ are in most cases noticing more than 
the local vulgarisms of England here made na- 
tional. 

Of all these errors prohaUy the most general 
and certainly the most ofiensive, is the constant 
termination of sentences in coaversation, by |Jie 
WOTd "Sir." The frequent use of that word 
should find place only where you wish to treat 
your companion with great respect or with great 
contempt, hut in the ordinary intercourse d men 
it should be of very rare occurrence. It becomes 
a fbotman more than a gentleman. You should 
not use it even in pressing or answering a 
stranger : you can convey by the tone of your 
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voice to 'no' or 'yes,' all the courtesy which yott 
intend to exhibit by ' no, Sir' or ' yes, Sir/ 

The general fault of the conversation^anguagt 
of Americans is that it is too studied, too elevated, 
too bookish, not natural and plain enough. They 
seem to labour under a nervous apprehmisbn that 
they may be deemed vulgar if they employ theii 
ordinary domestic phrases ; not remembering that 
nature is never vulgar, and &stidbusness almost 
always is. An American does not go^ he ^o* 
gresses ; he does not fix himself anywhere, he 
must needs locale there ; he will not tell you that 
he saw a 'good many persons' in any place, but 
' a considerable amount of people.' This squeam* 
ishness is very perceptible in our literature as 
well as in our spoken language ; to such a de« 
gree, in fkct, that, with one or two exceptions, 
our American authors, in then: anxiety to avoid a 
common expression, sometimes lose sight of Eng- 
lish and sometimes of sense. In that number of 
the Spectator which Johnson declared th^ most 
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exquisite and fiiultless composition he had ever 
read, we meet with the word ^swop:^ I fear that 
Mr. R. would hite his fingers off before he would 
write such a word. 

Exaggeration of language is justly charged as 
a ^uilt, against Americans generally. It not 
merely interrupts that composure and quiet which 
should characterise a gentleman, but it is carried 
to such an extent as to outrage propriety ana 
truth. A common American tells his friends 
fifty times a day, when speaking of some very 
ordinary occurrence, that **he never saw any- 
thing like it," " that it exceeds everything he 
ever beheld in the whole course of his life.** 
This is silly as well as vulgar. A man gains no- 
thing,~ on the whole, by employing intensitives, 
because the relation of the notes must be the 
same, however high may be the key. The phi- 
lologist may make a more serious objection to the 
use of extravagant epithets, and justly complain 
that it leads to corruption of language. If a man 
If)8 

Digitized by Google 



AMERICANISMS. 



accustoms himself to call every striking object 
he sees, sublime, he must pronounce the water- 
fall of Niagara very sublime; and thus be guilty 
of grammatical error, since sublime is already 
superlative. 

There are many little peculiarities which tour- 
ists have amused themselves by pointing out as 
Americanisms. Many of them are low vulgar- 
isms which have originated elsewhere and been 
colonised here; and many are old English ex- 
pressions which the refinement of modem Eng- 
lishmen has expelled firom use, and which are not 
worthy of being adopted by us. Some of these 
are as follows: — "conclude" instead of "decide** 
or " resolve ;" " eventuate" instead of " result ;" 
" Eurdpean" instead of " European ;" " cotillion" 
instead of " quadrille ;" " calculate" instead of 
" estimate" or " intend." " Talented" and " in- 
fluential" are generally called Americanisms; 
where they were born, I know not, but they are 
now naturalized in England. 
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PRESENTa 

PBE8BNt8 are tlie gfage of firiendship. They 
also serve to increase it, and give it permanence. 

Among friends, presents ooght to be made of 
things of small value ; or, if valuable, their worth 
should be derived from the style of the work- 
manship^ or from some accidental circumstance, 
rather than from the inherent and solid richness. 
Especially never oSer to a lady a gift 'of great 
c6st : it is in the highest degree indelicate, and 
looks as if you were desirous of placing her un- 
der an obligation to you^ and of buying her good 
will. Thef gifts made by ladies to gentlemen are 
of the most refined nature possible : they should 
be little articles not purchased, but deriving a 
priceless value as being thfi ofl^pring of their 
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gentle skill ; a little picture from their pencil, or 
a trifle flrom their needle. 

To perscms much year superiors, oi gentlemen 
whom you do not kn6w intimately, there is bat 
one species of appropriate present, — ^game. 

If you make a present, and it is praised by the 
receiver, you should not yourself commence un- 
dervaluing it If one is oflbred to you, always 
accept it; and however small it may be, receive 
it with civil and expresacd thanks, without any 
kind of afibctation. Avoid all such deprecatory 
phrases, as '* I fear I rob you," etc. 

To children, the only presents which you oflbr 
are sugar-plums and bon-^nms. 

A present should be made with as little parade 
and ceremony as possible. If it is a small matter* 
a gold pencil-case, a thimble to a lady, or an affiiit 
of that sort, it should not be ofiered fbrmally, but 
in an indirect way, — ^left in her basket, or slipped 
on to her finger, by means cf a ribbon attached 
to it, without a remark of any kind. If there is 
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any doubt that it will not be understood to be a 
present, simply say, with an air of indifference 
and quite by-the-by, " Pray, allow me to leave 
this with you." If it is a book that you offer, say 
" Will you do me the honour to make use of this 
copy sometimes, when you read this work 1" In 
gifts of a less delicate character, a mamier some- 
what different may be adopted. If, for ezainple, 
you have published or edited a book, and are going 
to present a copy in person to the head of a fa- 
mily, call upon him and when you are going to 
take leave, pull it out of your pocket in his pre- 
sence, and hand it to his son, desiring him to give 
it to his father. 

We mention these formul<B merely as illus- 
ti^tions of our remark that presents should be o^ 
fered in an indirect way ; any other modes of the 
sort that you please to invent, may be practised. 
To execute gracefully this little ceremony in the 
intercourse of life is of some importance. 
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You should never make use, in conversation, 
of the words genteel, or gentility ; but employ, 
instead, respectable , weU^yred, gentlemanly, or 
lady-like, the manners of a gentleman, or a 
gentlewoman, &c. The word genteel, accented 
on the first syllable, is the shibboleth of vulgarity. 

When you are requested by a person to waive 
any ceremony which you happen to be observing 
in respect to them, you may peYhaps be at a loss 
to know how &r you should avail yourself of the 
permission. As a general rule, if the request is 
made but once, you should decline the indulgence 
as a common-place of courtesy on the part of the 
other ; if it is made a second time and with some 
degree of earnestness, you may consider it as the 
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expression of a wish, and accept it with a polite 
expression of thanks. For example, if you are 
in any place where from deference to another yoa 
renuiin uncovered or standings and that person 
desires you to be covered or to sit, you may bow 
off the first command : if it be repeated, cbmply. 
By so aoing you pay the person a delicate but 
marked compliment, by allowing their will to be 
superior to the general obligations of etiquette. 

If you are walking with a woman in the coun- 
try, — ascending a mountain or strolling by the 
bank of a river, — and your companion, being fa- 
tigued, should choose to sit upon the ground, on 
no account allow yourself to do the same, but 
remain rigorously standing. To do otherwise 
would be flagrantly indecorous and she would 
probably resent it as the greatest insult 

Should you have the misfortune, at a dinner or 

evening party at the house of another, to break 

anything which you take up, or to throw down a 

'vaiter loaded with splendid cut-glass, you should 
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not make an apolo^fy, or appear the least morti 
fied, or indeed, take any notice \^faatever of the 
calamity. If you exhibited any regret on such 
an occasion, you would seem to .indicate that the 
loss was of importance to your entertainer, — an 
exceedingly poor compliment A high-bred man, 
if be should lu'eak a vase which cost a littl|8 for- 
tune, would avoid ^wing any concern, but 
would toss aside the firagmeots as common rub- 
bish. I need not say that the master or mistress 
ci the house should treat such an ev.€»nt with utter 
iadifi^ence, iiowe?er deeply they may groan in 
spirit ; they should not even go the length of say* 
ing to Ihe unhappy Tlialaba g£ the breiJaige, 
** that it is a matt^ of bo consequence :" that is' 
to be takfflii for gn^ted. 

If you speak far a short time to a woman of 
condition in the open air, intending to leave her 
immediately, you should remain uncovered unless 
she desires you twice to put cm your hat If you 
are walking with women, ch* standing with fhem 
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fbi any length of time, m the air, keep your hat 
on. '-- . 

When you enter a public room, as a theatre, 
a picture-gallery, an exhibition place of any sort, 
and there are any ladies present, even if they arc 
unkilown to you, take off your hat immediately. 
In such cases, carry your hat either under your 
left arm, or if in your hand, let it be held close 
to your petson with the cavity turned inward, to- 
wards you. If you were to hold it outwards, y6u 
might be mistaken for the travelling ag^it of a 
diar liable society, and get a few pence dro]^ 
into it 

When the company, on such an occasion, is 
composed entirely c^ men, you should fdlow the 
custom of the moment If any man older than 
yourself to whom you wish to be' respectful, is 
uncovered, you should also remove your hat ; and 
in speaking' to a man t>f your own standing who 
has his hat off^ within or without doors, you 
should uncover yourself also. In advancing to 
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speak, in a rocNB, to any man to whom respect if 
particularly due, especially if you are a young 
man, and that person has hb hat on, you should 
have yours o£ 

A certain degree of reserve, or the appearance 
of it, should he maintained in your intercourse 
with your most intimate friends. . To ordinary 
acquaintances retain the utmost reserve — ^never 
allowing them to read your feelings, nor, on tne 
other hand, attempting to take any liberties with 
them. Familiarity of manner is the greatest vice 
of society. "Ah! allow me, my dear fellow," 
says a rough voice, and at the same moment a 
thumh and 6nger are extended into my snuff-box, 
which, in removing their iN*ey, drop half of it 
upon my clothes, — ^I look up, and recognize^a per- 
son who was presented to me by mistake last 
night at the opera. I would he gkd to have less 
feUowship with such fellows. . In former times 
great philosophers were said to have demons for 
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ftmilianb— -thereliy imdicftling thai a fiuttUiar vmn 
M |he very devil 

Wtnapever you meet vi mtimaie firiend> shake 
hands with hun; and, if you should meet him 
fifty times in a mending, give your hand each 
time, ^ meetinff ia firisod &r the fir^ time after 
a l<mg absence, xeeeive him with c(»rdiality, hot 
without viol»¥^ ot uproar. Advance to meet 
him with deJibwaiion, welcome huB in a subdued 
tooe of voice, and press his hand with g^tle 
warmth, not piillii^ it as if it were the rope (^ 
a steamNat-bell. 

The eKtahUshed fijrms of eeremeny cannot safe- 
ly he oeglected betwera even the most fiuniliar 
intimates. If you wish that a friendship should 
be lasting, you should ^lake a f^t of observing 
all decent fiurmalities ; send an invitation to yomr 
friend, couched in. the ordinary language of so- 
ciety, and accept.one with similar formality. 

A married man should never allow himself to 
accept an invitation from a woman, in which his 
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wife is not included. Although doing so exhibits 
a singular want of self-respect, the impropriety 
is often committed, especially by professional 
men. 

The members c^ an invited fiunily should 
never be seen conversing with one another at a 
party. . 

Never talk of attending a party ; use the sim- 
ple phrase going to it The expression attend^ 
in .this acceptation, is abominably vulgar. 

When you allude to a house as connected with 
any of the af&irs of society, speak of it as be- 
longing to the mistress of the house, not to the 
master; say, for instance, that you met such a 
person " at Mrs, A.'s.'* 

If a clergyman be invited to an evening-party, 
and find upon entering the room that it is a card- 
party, he should not abruptly retire, because, 
whatever obligations the ordination service may 
impose upon him, I am not aware that that of 
ceasing to be a gentleman is included among 
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inem.* He should present himself with com 
posore, taking no notice of the indecanmi, coit 
Terse fat a few moments with the mistresi of the 
house, and then quietly disappear. As, howeyeft 
His courtesy may not be correctly undefstood If 



* The character of St. Paul, ae we gather it fVom his bio 
ftapher, St. Luke, and from his own correspondence, is on« 
of the most complete in history, and aflhrds to ^^ bishops, 
priests, and deacons,** as fine a pattern of manners, as it 
does to all men, of ardour; his courtly bearing has often 
commanded respect, where his arguments have failed to 
convert. Some one asked the late Mr. Joe Dennie, who was 
not particularly conversant with religious matters^ ** what 
he thought of St. Paul r ** St. Paul 1** quoth Dennie ;**ah\ 
m gentleman, a thorough gentleman 1 a Cavalier, Sir, none 
of your damned Roundheada I'* 

Coleridge said that the only ditif^rence— eurely a very wiile 
one— between Luther and St Paul, was, that the former 
** was not quite so great a gentleman :** and CoUlna, a noted 
Infidel, declared that if St. Paul had related any miracle on 
his own authority, he would unhesitatingly have believed 
him, '* Such a perfect gentleman and man of honour was 
St. FanL** 
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the eharitaUe^ pious women who will ecrutiaiTe 
hti cendoct, he owei it to his own character to 
let it be kaown that he accepted the invitation 
in ignorance of the true chanbcter of the paxtj» 
and he sboald let his inviter understand pretty 
clearly what he thinks of her unlady-like and 
inconsidearate behaviour, in inveigling him to such 
a scene. 

In speaking q£ one gentleman to another, 
always call him Mr. So*and-So: it is ofienmvely 
coarse to hear a man called ]i^ his last name. If 
you have occasion to introduce a gentleman's 
name in any written communication, not on vul- 
gar business, speak of him as * Mr, A. R,' not 
' Ar R EiquireJ* In speaking to the Professor 
of any department in a College, address him as 
' Mr. Ftakaaat: 

In paying a. morning visit, carry your hat with 
you into the parlour; at an evening visit or a 
dinner party, leave it in the entry. 

If you are asked by the lady of the house, at 
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an ey&dag party» to eing, and you can really do 
80 well, eomply at once ; but never aing at the 
request of another person. If you cannot sing, 
or do not choose to» say so at once with serious- 
ness and gravity, and put an end to the expecta- 
ticm promptly. After singing once or twice, 
cease and give place to others. The complaint 
is as old as the days of Horace, that a singer oan 
with the greatest difficulty be set agoing, and 
when agoing, cannot be stopped. 

When singing or playing, by others, is going 
on, if you have no taste for the thing, you should 
still be profoundly salent To c(mverse,^ is annoy- 
ing to the rest of the company, rude to the mis- 
tress of the house, who has provided that amuse- 
ment for you, and cruel to the performer. Pal- 
pable as is this impropriety, it is always cooi- 
mitted. 

When a woman is going to the piano, if you 
are near her, rise and give her your arm ; if you 
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can read music, turn over the leaves at the pro- 
per time. 

. If jTOU are in a public room, as a library or 
reading-room, avoid loud conversation or laugh- 
ing, vi?hidi may disturb others : do nothmg which 
can attract attention to yourselC At the opera, 
or a concert, be profoundly silent during the 
periods g£ playing; finr, if you do not vtrish to 
hear the music, you have no right to interfere 
with the enjoyment of others. 

In accompanying- women to iqiy public place, 
as to a concert, you should precede them in 
entering the roonn and procure seats for them. 

If yon are at a concert, or a private musical 
party, do not beat time with your feet or a cane 
upon the floor. It is mighty vexatious. 

It is not fashionable to applaud at the play, 
for doing so might indicate a natural emotion, 
and every thing like feeUng is now out of 
ftshion. A gentleman, and man of sense, how- 
ever, will applaud, and that heartily. Fine act- 
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in^ is perhaps the most deligfatfb], and anuredly 
the most unobjectiomible amusement which a 
man of taste can enjoy ; and to enjoy it folly, it 
is necessary that the p e r fo rmers shomld be warm- 
ly encoaraged. Interrapdons of appkine are 
demanded in order to ^ve them (^ipc^tmiity to 
rest, and to recover themselves after an miosoal 
eflbrt Some one remarked to Mrs. Siddoos, that 
applause was necessaiy to actors, as it gave th^m 
confidence; "More,** replied the actress, "it 
^vcs us breath.** This is too much neglected 
m American theatres, where, ftom what causes 
of custom or constitutional coolness, I know not, 
a theatre resembles a dismal chcR^ moi^ than 
a cheerfbl p1ay4iottse, and afibrds a shignlaar con- 
trast to a foreign one, where the clapping and 
cheering of the spectators is half the ezcheraent 
of the place. When an mctor comes here fiom 
abroad, this fiigorific infln^ice is most miftivonf»- 
ble. When Mr. Macready came to America, it 
Was generally remarked that his first reeeption 
214 

Digitized by Google 



MISCELLANEOVa 

was unusually enthusiastic, and peoi^ said that 
he must be greatly delighted % such cordial 
greeting. - Some one happened to call on him 
the next morning, and the first words which that 
most excellent performer and gentlemanly man 
addressed to him, were, '* Well, I suppose I may 
as well prepare to go home again ; I find that I 
cannot please the Americans ; I suppose that the 
old prejudice still remain&" '* You cannot please 
the Americans? Why, what do you meanV 
'*I was alluding to my failure, last ni^t'* 
"Failure!" exclaimed the other, "Why, man, 
the town is ringing with your praises; such a 
deb^ was never made here before ; yon are at 
this moment the most famous man in the city. * 
"Ehl Whati You don't say sol llien I really 
succeeded? WeU, I never saw a house testify so 
little pleasure in all my life. But I suppose it's 
their way, and I must get accustomed to it as 
well as I can." It is their way, but a wav that 
oeeds mending. 
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More courtesy, as well as more enthusiasniy 
should be practised in the reception of a foreign 
actor for the first time. In cases where particu- 
lar respect is felt, the audience should always 
rise. This courtesy was due to Miss Eemble; 
it was due to Mr. Enowles, ccmsidering' his dis- 
tinction as an author, and a man (^ eminently 
respectable character; and it was due to the late 
Mr. Matthews, considering the ddicate positioa 
in which he stood wilii regard to America. 

If yoji recognize ladies in anotiier part of the 
theatre, it is civil to go round and speak to them 
between the acts. Never remaiuj however, in 
another's box, for a moment after the curtain has 
risen. 

Your tone of voice, when conversing in a 
drawing-room, should invariabiy be gentle and 
subdued, not affected, but not unrestrained, — a 
little under the natural key. 

In carrying on a (xmtinued dialogue, avoid 
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that plebeian haMt of inteTjectiiig frequently the 
person's name. It is too fiuniliar. 

In mounting a pair of staird in company with 
a woman, run up before her; in coming down, 
walk behind her. 

In walking in the stieet widi a woman, if at 
any place, by reason of the crowd, or from other 
cause, you are compelled to proceed singly, you 
should always precede your companion. 

In speaking of, or to, another person, never 
designate that person merely by the first letter 
of their name, but make use of the whole word. 
It is particularly oflfensive to hear a man alluding 
to his wife in this way. 

Civility is never a losing game ; courtesy wiU 
always reproduce itself in others, and the original 
exhibitor get at least as much as he gives. '* No 
man," says Lord Bacon, '* will be deficient in re« 
spect towards others, who knows the value of 
respect to himself." - - * * •-■ 

It was formerly deemed a requisition of good- 
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breedkig for a gentleiaaiii when payin^a vicdt^ or 
when present at a small partf, to stand np wheixt' 
ever the lady of the hoose rose to pess fion one 
part of the room to another. This custom still 
lingers among a few elderly persons, and among 
some young men who practise the style of man- 
ners which prevailed finrty years aga It was a 
heooming attention and is worthy to be yet re- 
tamed in part: not continaed in its rigoar» but 
regulated by good sense. When the lady rises 
near you, especially if she has been- previously 
conversing with 3f0U9 you diould fay all means 
rise, thouf^ it would be observmg a greater de- 
gree of ceremony than is accordant with the ge- 
neral system of modem intercourse, if you were 
to do 80, when she is in a distant part c£ the room 
and you are engaged in diaooiVBe with am)ther 
penon. It would however be a proper and flat> 
terisg attention to observe this standing custom, 
whenever you are at the house of an elderly wo- 
man, whom you know to be fond of keeping up 
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the M formfl. At such a house, rise the inaiaiit 
the ]ady leaves her seat, plant yourself behind 
your diair, and cb not move until you are quite 
sure that she has fliUy seated herself: this may 
be very awkward, but on such an occasion as we 
have motioned, do it nevertheless. 

Nev^ mention politics at a dinnavtable, or in 
a drawing-room. 

An unmarried man diould avdd Covering his 
land with rings; the only species of ring which 
he can wear with pro pri ety is aseat>nng, and that 
only in the morning. A rmg having a handsome 
stone, with one's arms en g r ave d upon It in cy- 
pher, is a gendemanly appendage, and in the 
street may be worn outade of the glove. 

In givmg your hand to a woman whose hand is 
gloved, do not take yoor gkyve oiC though it is 
necessary to do so if hers is ofl^ To a gentleman 
this must always be done, especially to foreigners, 
among whom, to present a gloved hand is deemed 
almost an insult For this purpose, you should 
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not w^ar gloves whick cannot easily be drawn off 
Indeed, if you are going to any place where yon 
are likely to meet many persons, it is as well to 
have the glove of your right hand off At a ball 
or party, the hand must be given with the glove 
on.' If you meet an elderly man in the street 
withdraw your own glove instantly, and desire 
him not to take hi^ off 

If you should, unintentionally, incommode a 
man in any way, as by jostling him or treading 
upon him> beg his pardon instantly, fyr he may 
be a fool or a vulgar person, and take it into his 
head that you did the rudeness purposely. As 
the fimn of preventing an apology in such a casCi 
which a gentleman is always disposed to do, i 
more or less awkward, the custom now pr^rails 
for each party to beg the pardon of the other. If, 
therefore, you are run over, or have your tender- 
est com demolished, apolog^ to the offender in 
your blandest manner. 

When you are obliged to incommode a stran- 
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ger, as by compelling him ta rise to allow you to 
get something, do it with a courteous bow and a 
simply "I beg your pardon." 

Remember, that all deviations from prescribed 
forms, oa common occasions, are vulgar ; such as 
sending invitations, or replies, couched in some 
unusual forms of speech^ Always adhere to the 
immemorial phrase,-—** Mrs. X. requests the ho- 
nour of Mr, Y.'s company," and " Mr. Y. has the 
honour of accepting Mrs. X.'s polite invitation." 

When two gentlemen are walking with a lady 
in the street, they should not be both upon the 
same side of her, but one of them should walk 
upon the outside and the other upon the inside. 

If you are walking with a woman who has 
your arm, and you cross the street, it is better 
not to disengage your arm, and go round upon 
the outside. Such ef^rt evmces a palpable at- 
tention to form, and that is always to be avoided. 

A woman should never take the arms of two 
men, (me being upon either side ; nor should a 
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mn oany a wowui iqpoa each arm. The latter 
of these ini^ties it practised odIj in Ireland ; 
the former perhaps in Eamtskatcha. There are^ 
to he sure, some cases in which it it necessary 
for the protection of the women, that they should 
both take 5is armi as in coming home from a 
coocerk, or in psssinsr* on any occasioi, throu^^ 
a crowd* * 

A gentleman should never use perfumes ^ they 
are agreeable, however, npon kdieei 

If you are visited by any company whom you 
wtth to drive away forever, or any friends whom 
you wish to slienate, entertain them by readiqg 
to them your own productions. 

Some men are always seen In the streets with 
an umbrella under their arm. Such a foiUe may 
be permitted to such mea as Mr. Sonth^ and 
the Duke of Wellington: but in ordinszy men it 
looks like afieetatioD, and the monotony ia ex- 
'^eedingly boring to the sight 

It is respectable to go to church once on Sun- 
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day. When you are there, hefaave with decency. 
You should never walk in feshionahle places on 
Sunday afternoon. It is notoriously vulgar. If 
your health requires you to take the air, you 
diould seek some retired street 

It is not considered faahionaUe to carry a 
watch. What has a ftshionahle man to do with 
timel hesides he never goes into those obscure 
parts of the town where there are no public 
clocks, and his servant will tell him when it is 
time to dress for dinner. A gentleman carries 
his watch in his pantaloons with a plain Uack 
rihbon attached. It is only worthy of a shop- 
hoy to put it in his waistcoat pocket 

A bachelor is a person who enjoys everything 
and pfiys for nothing; a married man is one that 
pays for everythmg and enjoys nothing. Hie 
one drives a sulky through lifo, and is not ex- 
pected to take care of any one hut himself: the 
other keeps a carriage, which is always too full 
to afS>rd him a comfortable seat Be cautious 
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then how you exchange your sulky fbr a car- 
riage. 

In ordinary conversation about persons, employ 
the expressions men and women ; gentleman and 
lady are distinctive appellations, and not to be 
used upon general occasions. 

You should saj forte-fianOf not piano^forte, 
and the street door^ not the front door. 

In the econcony of modern society, life is com- 
posed of little things ; and he that is best pre- 
pared to exhibit propriety in minute affiiirs, will 
be generally best fitted for the duties of his 
station. Ages may roll by ere an opportunity 
shall occur to display the patriotism (^-Becius, 
or the self-devotion of Protesilaiis ; not a moment 
passes in which the courtesy of a gentleman is 
not demanded. We are heroes occasionally^ and 
by chance; we are men of the world always, 
and by necessity. 



THE END. 
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